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“So I forced myself to 
receive the priesthood 
and the major mission 
of preaching the true 
Christ - God, and true 
Man, as also of the 
sanctification of the 
man, to have the 
peace of God inside 
him, absolutely in no 
matter what 

circumstances he will 
be in his life. I taught 
them to be pure 
towards other people, 
and towards God; to 
give the Cesar what 
belong to the Cesar (citizenship obedience, payment 
of taxes, etc.) and to God what belong to God (pure 
thought, purified soul, and a body cleansed of 
passions). About this teaching, witnesses are all them 
who heard my advices according to God, that I gave 
them: the love for God, the love for people, without 
any difference, and the pure life, which make possible 
the turning back of us, of the fulfillers, again into the 
Kingdom of origin, from where God has sent us for a 
short trying of our wisdom, and of our love, on earth, 
on the stage and on the arena of life. This is my 
mission and my reason on earth, for which He has 
endowed me with gifts - though I am worthless. For 
this one I have asked in all directions, to preach the 
love of God and the sanctification of people through 
love. Of any other thoughts and reasons I'm a 
stranger.” 



Hieromonk Arsenie Boca 


Ramnicu Valcea, 17th of July, 1945 
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Biography of Father Arsenie Boca 1 

Father Arsenie Boca was born at 29 th of 
September, 1910, from Orthodox Christian Parents, 
Iosif and Crestina, in the village Vata de Sus, from 
Tara Zarandului, in the South part of the Apuseni 
Mountains, village which belongs to the commune 
Vata de Jos. 

These ones gave to their son the name Zian 
Valean. Zian it is a very rare name which it comes 
probably from Sanzian, the birth day of the Saint John 
the Baptist. 

Iosif Boca, born at Brad, on 24 th of February, 
1881, from the parent Petru and Teodora Boca, exert 
the craft of shoemaking. Crestina, born at Vata de 
Sus, on 30 th October 1892, from the parents Gligor 
Popa and Pascuta Maris, was a householder. In the 
Registry of the commune, the marriage between Iosif 
and Crestina it is registered 7 th November 1909. They 
dwelled at Bujoara, a village of the Vata de Sus 
commune, where the maternal grandfather had a 
property. 

About his parent, father Arsenie Boca 
remembered that he went to America, and was absent 
in the period into which his mother was pregnant and 
carried His Holiness in her womb. Her preoccupation 
was mainly the prayer addressed to the Mother of God, 
in front of the icon from their house, icon which was 
much loved by Zian. 

While Iosif Boca stayed in America, to earn a 
few dollars, as many Romanian from Transylvania 
were doing, we don't know. But surely, he did not stay 
so long. In 1913 was born the sister of the Father 


1 This Biography of Father Arsenie was brought up to date by mister 
Costin Manoliu, whom we thank. 
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Arsenie Boca, Viorela Minca, a little girl who died in 
the same year. Her grave it is placed into the church 
from Vata de Sus, in the right side, behind the lectern 
of the choir. According to the opinion of the local 
people, the church from today was built on the place of 
another smaller and older one, and in this way the 
grave of the little child was included into the new 
church. 

The childhood of Zian was passing like the one 
of all the other children from the countryside at that 
time. There weren't any toys, or radio, television or 
computers. 

In his autobiography, which father Arsenie 
Boca wrote and the political police headquarters from 
Ramnicu Valcea, in July 1945, he wrote that he 
graduated the primary school and the high school at 
Brad, from Hunedoara County. From the information 
existent into the criminal prosecution dossier of Father 
Arsenie, it appears that from the age of seven years, he 
would had done the first three grades with the teacher 
Vasile Crucin, and the fourth grade with Pavel Lugar. 
It is sure that he was for eight years student of the 
National Orthodox High School “Avram Iancu” from 
Brad. This high school was founded in 1869, at the 
advice of His Eminence Andrei Saguna, the 
Metropolitan of Transylvania, who gifted in 1870 the 
sum of 2000 florins, an important sum for that times. 
It was at the beginning an Orthodox gymnasium, and 
then Orthodox high school with eight grades. 

In the year 1945, at Ramnicu Valcea, Father 
Arsenie wrote that he had remained orphan of father, 
when he entered in the superior grades of the high 
school. This would mean that Iosif Boca died around 
the year 1925. On the other hand, into another 
declaration, wrote in 1948, when he is arrested at 
Fagaras, the Father Arsenie affirms that he father died 
in 1920. It isn't excluded that under the terror of the 
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political police he would have mistaken the year. 
According the the opinion of the teacher Maria Vuzgan 
from Vata de Jos, Iosif Boca it is buried at Brad, his 
home place. 

From the information offered by Mihut Iovu, a 
son of the village Vata de Sus, who searched off the 
archives, emerges that from a sentence of the Arad 
Tribunal, the marriage between Iosif and Crestina 
Boca was untied in 1922. The mother of Arsenie Boca 
married in the Halmagiu village, under the name 
Darau, and will pass to God on 6th of December, 
1951. 

During high school, the adolescent Zian Boca, 
loved very much mathematics, physics, religion, 
drawing and music. Finishing high school, and taking 
his baccalaureate at the first attempt, he was inclining 
towards the positive science. From the same dossier of 
criminal prosecution, emerges that he took his 
baccalaureate at Deva. 

If he would been wealthy of if his tutors would 
guaranteed for him he would enter at “Aviation” at 
Cotroceni. He didn't have financial support, so he was 
overtook by his contemplative and speculative 
inclination, and in 1929 he enlisted himself at the 
Theological Academy from Sibiu, which was at that 
time the most accessible superior school for the 
Transylvanian young people, who were having reduced 
material possibilities. The Academy was sustained by 
the Transylvanian Metropolitan, which was preparing 
here the future priests, and was giving burses to the 
worthy students. 

Among the professors of Father Arsenie Boca 
we enumerate Nicolae Colan, who in 30 th of April, 
1929, will be chosen Bihop of Cluj, the priest Nicolae 
Terchila, the priest Nicolae Neaga, and the priest 
Dumitru Staniloae, with who he will collaborate at the 
translation of the Philokalia. 
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The young Zian Boca, it is quickly remarked 
amongst his colleagues, through seriousness and 
exceptional abilities, through an ascetic life and a 
religious living, which will attract upon him the name 
“The Saint”, not ironically, but base on his virtues and 
capacities. His license thesis, at the graduation of the 
Theological Academy, presented a brief view over his 
endeavors towards the inside consummation of the 
man, and worn the title: “Trying over the spiritual life”. 

Zian Boca was in the third and fourth degrees 
the infirmarian of the Theological Academy, and he 
benefited of a small separate room. Here he was able 
to study in silence and also he was able to occupy 
himself with the education of his talent for drawing 
and painting. 

When Zian Boca was a student in the fourth 
degree, in the years 1932-33, he had as a professor the 
young Nicolae Popovici, returned from his studies 
made abroad, where was sent by the Metropolitan 
Nicolae Balan. 

Nicolae Popovici has thought at the 
department of Dogmatic and Apologetic, and latter, 
also at the Homiletic, being ordained as deacon at first 
of September 1929, and then chosen Bishop of 
Oradea. 

Between the young professor and Zian Boca 
was tied a special sentiment of respect, fact that was 
put in opera when professor Nicolae Popovici proposed 
to the Mitropolitan Nicolae Balan to grant a burse to 
Ziona Boca and send him at the Belle Arts Academy 
from Bucharest, to perfect through studies his talent 
and to become a painter. 

Zion Boca finished the theology in 1933. The 
Mitropolitan Nicolae Balan, finding out about the 
talent at drawing and painting of the Zion Boca, sent 
him the next year at the Belle Arts Academy from 
Bucharest, which he graduated in five years, during 
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the period of 1933-1938. The main professor that he 
had were: Francisc Sirato, Costin Petrescu and 
Francisc Reiner, the last one being professor of 
anatomy at the Faculty of Medicine. Professor Costin 
Petrescu assigned to the young deacon the painting of 
e scene referring to the Entrance of Mihai Viteazul, 
which to be done at the Romanian Athenaeum. 

At Bucharest, Zian Boca heard also the 
courses Christian Mysticism, which are held by the 
professor Nichifor Crainic at the faculty of Theology. 

In the year 1935, Zian Boca, in his quality of 
graduate from theology, and candidate for priesthood, 
was made “Reader” and “Hypodeacon”, as was the 
custom at Sibiu Theological University. “Reader” and 
“Hypodeacon” are granted only through a prayer of the 
hierarch, of the bishop. These ones are not a part of 
the Mystery of the Ordination. The ordination into 
deacon took place at 11 th of September, 1936. 

Before the ordination all the candidates have 
the obligation to confess at the spiritual guide 
appointed for this confession, who provides a proof of 
confession and of worthiness for ordination. The proof 
of confession was given to Zian Boca by the Father 
Mihail Neagu. 

Zian Boca finished the Belle Arts in 1939. He 
done his year of practice at a church from Bixad (Olt 
County), painted in fresco together with his teacher, 
Costin Petrescu. On 12 th of May he went, sent by the 
Metropolitan Nicolae Balan, at the saint mountain 
Athos, to learn the monastic life from there. He turned 
back in the country at 8 th of June, 1939. 

From Athos, Father Boca and Father Serafim 
Popescu, they brought manuscripts of the Philokalia, 
which, Father Dumitru Staniloae translated and 
printed them, being helped by Father Arsenie, whom 
he appointed as Founder of the Romanian Philokalia. 


5 



THE PfiTH OF THE KINGDOM 


The first four volumes appeared in a big 
measure also due to Father Arsenie, who transcribed 
in Romanian language - with his unmistakable 
handwriting - the translation made by Father Dumitru 
Staniloae. He also done the design of the book covers, 
and provided through many subscriptions amongst the 
believers from Sambata Monastery, the printing and 
the distribution of the Romanian Philokalia. 

In the autumn of the year 1939, Father Boca 
went to Chisinau, in Basarabia, where he learned the 
technique of the metalo-plasty 2 in painting. In the day 
of the Friday of the Healing Spring, after the Passover 
of the year 1940, he was tonsured a monk, receiving 
the name Arsenie. He was then the first and the only 
monk at the Brancoveanu Monastery - Sambata de 
Sus, Fagaras County. 

In the day of 10 th of April, the year 1942, at the 
celebration of the Healing Spring, at the Brancoveanu 
Monastery, the father hierodeacon Arsenie was 
ordained hieromonk (monk and piriest) by the 

Metropolitan Nicolae Balan, during a Saint Solemn 
Liturgy, surrounded by a conclave of priests, amongst 
whom the protopope Virgil Nistor from Brasov, and 
priest Mihail Neagu from Sibiu, who were his 

godparent at ordination. With the same occasion, in 
front of the entire assistance of believers, the 

Metropolitan instituted him like spiritual guide and 
abbot of the Brancoveanu Monastery. 

Immediately after the ordination, as priest, as 
abbot, as spiritual guide, as confessor, he will start 
with power, and apostolic ghost, and even a prophetic 
ghost, the unique movement from Sambata, of 
religious and moral awakening of the believers, 


2 The form of art consisting in realization of portraits or landscapes on a 
sheet of thin and mild material, like copper or brass, imprinting the form, 
into relief, by pressing of hammering the metal with different tools. 
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succeeding in a short time to gather around him 
disciples, from who some of them will become priests, 
other monks. 

He was arrested for the first time in July 1945, 
at the Bistrita Monastery from Valcea County, and 
interrogated at Ramnicu Valcea, and then transferred 
at the General Headquarters of the Political Police from 
Bucharest. From the prosecution dossier of Father 
Arsenie Boca, emerges that he was liberated from the 
prison of the General Headquarters of the Political 
Police, around the date of 30 th April 1945, at the order 
of the Minister of Internal Affairs, the accusations that 
were brought to him being totally unfounded. In 
continuation, he was watched to the end of his life. 

The Father Arsenie Boca was also arrested and 
interrogated at Fagaras and Brasov in 1948. In 
November 1948 he was moved from Sambata 
Monastery to Prislop Monastery in the Hateg region, 
from Hunedoara County. In 1951 he was taken from 
the monastery and he spent a year in the forced labor 
camps from the Danube - Black Sea Channel. 

In November 1955, he was arrested again and 
interrogated at Timisoara. And then he was imprisoned 
at Jilava and Oradea, from where he was liberated in 
April, 1956. In 1959 he was abusively removed from 
monastic life, and it was forbidden to him to serve at 
the altar. Then he was hired as a painter at the 
Workshops of the Patriarchy, at the Hermitage of Nuns 
from Bucharest. He painted at the Saint Elefterie 
Church, and at the Boteanu Church from Bucharest, 
and at the church from Bogata village, Brasov County. 
From 1968, during 15 years, he painted the church 
from Draganescu village. Thousands and thousands of 
people searched for him for help and guidance. 

He passed to God at 28th November, the year 
1989, at Sinaia, where he had a little workshop, into a 
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house where a few nuns from the Prislop Monastery 
installed a monastic endowment. 

He was buried at 4 th of December 1989, at 
Prislop Monastery. 
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Autobiography of Father Arsenie Boca 

“The undersigned, I was born in 1010, 
29th of September, in Vata de Sus, Hunedoara 
County. The primary school I have made it in the 
small town of Brad, from the same county. Since 
then has been noticed at me a certain inclination 
towards loneliness and problems of religion, even 
over my powers from then. As so, for instance, I 
read then a book of Immanuel Kant, entitled: “The 
Religion in the Limits of the Reason”, on which I 
have signed: “Boca Zian, fourth degree, high 
school”. 

At the entrance in the superior course 
from high school I remained orphan of father, who 
was a shoemaker, and a very good pedagogue for 
his son. I remember till these days that he beat 
me once to not lose my time anymore - what I 
have promised him in tears and I've never 
forgotten it until now, and many times was useful 
to me during my life. 

During high school I liked very much: 
mathematics, physics, religion, drawing and music. 

Finishing high school, and taking the 
baccalaureate at the first attempt, I was inclining 
towards the positive sciences, but if I had wealth or 
guaranties from my tutors, I would have entered at 
aviation, at Cotroceni - which did not happen, being 
impeded by my poverty. That's why the contemplating 
and speculative inclination took me over, and in 1929 I 
enlisted myself at Theological Academy at Sibiu. 

During the period in which I was student I sold 
my parental house for being able la to continue my 
studies. I had also a scholarship. I didn't ask to my 
mother any help, because I didn't want, because she 
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was divorced by my father and I was place to my father 
through the divorce sentence, being more sure, based 
on his craftmanship, that he will send me at school. 
During the years of my studentship it clarified to me 
the beauty of the monastic life, and I wanted to 
instruct myself, as much as I could, as profound as 
possible, especially in the mystical side of that life. 
With that occasion I had the following characteristics: I 
used my mother to be as much as possible without 
me, and without much written letters, for, somehow, to 
forget me and not to be hard for her when I will be a 
monk. Then, since the leaving from Brad, Fve adopted 
an austere discipline, which had some details hard to 
be believed. So, for instance, I've proposed myself that, 
on the entire duration of the faculty of theology, not to 
make acquaintance with any girls. What I did not 
succeed because from that year, 1929, the Minister 
allowed also the the girls to study the theology, and I 
found myself with a few female colleagues. But 
acquaintance in the town I managed to not make. 

This thing I succeeded during the entire period 
of studying at theological faculty, even I was a part of 
the “Reunion of Music Gh. Dima” from Sibiu, 
conducted by N. Oancea, and which was composite. I 
had the problem of the will in the mastering of senses. 
Even more, I was preoccupied, studying the 
comparative mystic of different superior religions, that 
I see through my own direct experience, how much 
stretches the sphere of the will into the domain of the 
spiritual and biological life. I was interested to see it is 
true what affirms the books about the reflex acts, and 
about the instincts, namely if they are independent by 
the will and by the control of the conscience. My 
personal experience has proved me instead, that the 
action of the will and of the conscience can stretch 
also over the instincts and reflex acts, after a certain 
variable. I was helped to this deepening also by the 
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studies that was made at that time by Mircea Eliade at 
Ecutta, where he was sent by the University of 
Bucharest, for oriental studies. And a part of his 
studies were published in Magazine of Philosophy from 
Bucharest, and I was provided with them in this way. 

All these were interesting me to find them and 
to try them for my future monk life. I abstained myself 
from “the free time in town”, and I was staying in the 
yard of the school which had its gate opened. I didn't 
get out with my colleagues but only if it ought in the 
interest of the school, or of some of the teachers, or 
accompanied by the teachers, as it was the case of the 
reunion of music. I did never dance, and I didn't learn 
how to do it. This warning was given to me by my 
father - and especially when I was theologian, I 
couldn't imagine myself to do a thing like this. About 
the life of the other, from outside of the walls of the 
theology, I was in perfect indifference and lack of 
knowledge. All my preoccupations were, and they still 
are today, totally internal, and not external. I've hated 
to talk since I know myself. Even my monk name, I've 
chosen it, because Abba Arsenie had chosen the 
ascesis of the silence, through which he consummated 
himself inwardly. 

The my license thesis summarizes my 
endeavors towards that internal consummation of the 
man, and was entitled: “Trying over the Spiritual Life”. 
I have finished the theology around the year 1933. 

In vacation with the Painting 

The painting prolonged my school. Because, 
finding out, the Metropolitan Nicolae Balan, that I have 
this talent, he sent me next year 1933 / 34 at the Belle 
Arts Academy from Bucharest, which I graduated it in 
five years. The main professor that I had there they 
were: misters Francisc Sirato, Costin Petrescu and Fr. 
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Reiner, the last one from the Faculty of Medicine. At 
medicine often we couldn't go due to the turmoil and 
due to the students' strikes, which made me upset 
because I was losing my time, and also the knowledge 
of anatomy and anthropology, because my teacher was 
many times put in the impossibility of holding his 
class. Only here I became in contact with the students' 
movements, which produced me an unpleasant 
impression. Into students' movements I didn't enter, 
neither by fact nor by right, because the Belle Arts 
Academy was not considered as being in the frame of 
the Academy, but as a separate school. So, we, the 
ones from the Belle Arts were treated as being outside 
of the studentship, so was not possible for anyone 
from belle Arts to enlist in the students' centre from 
Bucharest. I was completely outside of any student's 
movements or of a enlisting into a political movement. 

I spent my time in Bucharest not being absent 
ever from school. Ill I've never been yet, to be absent 
due to this motif. I was working very much at the 
workshop. In springtime I was there at 5 in the 
morning, and I was back at the Radu Voda boarding 
school in the evening, at dinner. I dwelled for three 
years at that boarding school, to be a guarantee for me 
that I don't occupy myself with any waste of time. At 
there, were coming also legionary students who were 
calling us, to go with them. I never went. The school 
absorbed me totally, and I had no time to waste. (That 
beating, from my childhood, not to waste my time, was 
accompanying me like a guardian angel) I was 
studying very much. The time which remained to me I 
used it reading and discussing theology with another 
colleague of mine who was studying the Music 
Academy. This way happened once, being veiy 
pleasant to my, the mystical writing of the Saint John 
Climacus, I translated it in Romanian language, in 
time of five months. It helped me veiy much to the 
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concluding on my conviction to enter the monastic life. 
In that period the legionary movement was at its peak, 
and discussions about it were everywhere. Myself, as a 
politically independent individual, I haven't founded 
inclination towards any political movement. And also, 
it happened that nobody called me. My only 
participation was this one: when did return back from 
Spain, Mota and Marin, I exited with other colleagues 
who were casually finding themselves into the yard of 
the school, to the sidewalk of the “Calea Grivitei” 
street, on which was passing the convoy from the 
North railway towards the Victory Boulevard. Because, 
our Academy, was on the “Calea Grivitei” street. So I 
watched at a part of the convoy, and at the two death 
persons. That's all. 

I had school mates of all kinds and sorts. I 
had, amongst the teachers, one called Vulpescu; this 
one was a communist, wearing a red tie, but I have 
never discussed with him. I had also a class mate, a 
Hebrew called Ithoc Steinberg - we were friends. I was 
telling him sometimes: You, Steinberg, you are a 
Hebrew and I'm a Christian and one would say that we 
must be against each - other. But I'll be better that 
you and you'll be unable to get upset on me, if in this 
way I'll compete with you during our life. 

I finished belle Art well, I made the year of 
practice, which was a little shorter; I departed, sent by 
the Metropolitan Nicolae Balan, into the Holy 
Mountain, to learn the ascetic life from there. At the 
departure, there were the minutest researches, for the 
ones who were legionaries, not to be able to leave the 
country. 

I, not having absolutely anything at my 
dossier, I obtained passport for travelling in Europe, 
“without Russia”, from the police prefecture of Sibiu. 
And because I was a deacon, I obtained also the 
special accords from the three patriarchies: the 
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Romanian one, of the Constantinople one, and of 
Athens one, and also of the two governments: the 
Romanian one and the Greek one, which certified that 
I was having nothing suspect at my dossier, but alone 
the calling towards the internal consummation 
through the craft of the ascetic was my sole intention. 

I came back at 8th June, 1938. I remember 
that date, because entering the country through 
Moravita I saw the Romanian flags celebrating that 8th 
June from once. From this time, till the Passover from 
the next year, when I have entered into the monk life, I 
have gathered tools and utensils for painting, and 
materials, I have also learned something more, at 
Chisineu, with some Russian craftsmen, the overlaying 
with gold - “ciacanca” - and other useful things for a 
workshop of painting. At the Friday of the Spring, from 
after the Passover of the year 1939, I was tonsured a 
monk, receiving the name Arsenie. One year I was 
busy with the household, being the first and the only 
one monk at the Brancoveanu Monastery - Sambata 
de Sus, Fagaras County. I didn't have time for painting 
anymore. The second year was the same. Until I 
became worried, that I have studied the painting for 
nothing. It was happening in this period that were 
coming people with their pains and with awe, at the 
Monastery, and also monks. Has entered into the 
monastic life also Father Serafim Popescu. I begged 
him to receive the priesthood - feeling myself 
unworthy. So he did receive it. So started the religious 
services according to the powers. In a winter, probably 
around 2941, we find ourselves with an avalanche or 
people of all sorts, ages and statuses, invading me to 
talk to them. So, I found myself doing spiritual guiding 
with the people, even I wasn't a priest. I knew that 
everything that happens to people come a result of 
their mistakes or sins. 
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So I forced myself to receive the priesthood and 
the major mission of preaching the true Christ - God, 
and true Man, as also of the sanctification of the man, 
to have the peace of God inside him, absolutely in no 
matter what circumstances he will be in his life. I 
taught them to be pure towards other people, and 
towards God; to give the Cesar what belong to the 
Cesar (citizenship obedience, payment of taxes, etc.) 
and to God what belong to God (pure thought, purified 
soul, and a body cleansed of passions). About this 
teaching, witnesses are all them who heard my advices 
according to God, that I gave them: the love for God, 
the love for people, without any difference, and the 
pure life, which make possible the turning back of us, 
of the fulfillers, again into the Kingdom of origin, from 
where God has sent us for a short trying of our 
wisdom, and of our love, on earth, on the stage and on 
the arena of life. This is my mission and my reason on 
earth, for which He has endowed me with gifts - 
though I am worthless. For this one I have asked in all 
directions, to preach the love of God and the 
sanctification of people through love. Of any other 
thoughts and reasons I'm a stranger. 


Hieromonk Arsenie 

Ramnicu Valcea, 17th of July, 1945 
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Chapter 1 - The Best Times for Salvation 

Behold the Historical Evidence 

The Measures 

Antichrist 

The Holy Liturgy Still Holds the World 

The Prophet of Fire 

The Holy Cross on the Sky 


Behold the Historical Evidence 

At the year 313 from Christ, the emperor 
Constantine gives the edict from Milan, through which 
the emperor recognized the Christianity among the 
state religions. A great joy among Christianity! But 
immediately the Christians have escaped by menace, 
immediately they passed from illegality to liberty, to 
the juridical person, the moral life of the Christians 
began to shatter. Immediately that they received their 
wealth back, the descendents of the martyrs, only a 
little of them remained not to bend with their love 
mostly towards this world (of the stomach). So, 
immediately as they got out from the holes of the earth 
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(the catacombs) at open, immediately that they 
escaped from the persecutions of the Caesars, in a 
word: immediately that they got out from the 
interweaving of sacrifice of the life, namely when there 
wasn't anymore any danger to confess the Christianity 
at open, it happened that also the love of God and the 
care for the soul they got cold in such a measure, that 
they started to follow a stray man, named Arius, who 
was denying the godhead of the savior, the base stone 
itself, through somebody stays of falls from 
Christianity. Immediately that the Christianity, or 
better said, the Christians, they got at open, there 
have also multiplied the inclination to fall off from the 
Christianity. I don't know how, but it seems that there 
isn't anything into the world without an order, has 
came also for these ones a chieftain to be followed. 

It seems that from here begins the judgment 
which separates the sheep from goats. It would be a 
wonder not to be showed such a temptation of 
unbelief, once together with the emperor Constantine, 
has passed to Christianity two thirds of the population 
of the empire. It was fashionable to have the faith of 
the emperor, though all this so called Christians, a 
little time before, would have been terrified by the 
dangers of confessing Christ. It is not such a surprise 
that all these ones, to whom are added the 
descendants of Constantine, and even a lot of bishops, 
to find themselves confessing a wrong belief. It is not 
so difficult to understand how the things go in this 
direction. When this life it is encouraged by the 
steadfastness of the wealth, by the lack of cares for the 
happenings, the man it is corrupted. And a life of 
passions, corrupts also the mind, which once 
corrupted doesn't distinguish anymore the truth from 
the lie and the good from the bad, but calls them 
exactly the opposite... the bad it is called good and the 
lie it is called truth. Being the persecution stopped, the 

18 



F^meNiewcfi 


behaviors of the Christians were so corrupted and so 
much was spread the denial of the Savior, so, says a 
historian of that time, if God hadn't sent the saints 
Basil, Gregory, and John, Jesus would have been sent 
a second time, because the wickedness, hurries the 
judgment. And a Christian philosopher from our age, 
taking a look over the Christianity, he finds also that 
the Christians successfully passed the first temptation 
raised against the Christianity, the one of the 
persecutions, but they don't passed with the same 
success the second one, of the triumph (over the 
Paganism). It is explicable: the first temptation 
encountered true Christians, while the second 
temptation has found in front of it a big crowd, from 
which a big part were Christians only with the name 
(the extras). But behold how the Providence has put 
the things into order: for the believers has sent the 
saints and especially for the Arians, has sent Julian 
the Apostate, who from Christian had declared himself 
Pagan and foe of Christ. And, to mock about a 
prophesy of the Savior, he undertook a war to 
Jerusalem to build again the temple of Solomon. But 
in a battle, he found himself hit in the chest by a 
poisoned arrow, which terrified him and made him 
shout: “You have defeated me, you, Galilean!” So, all 
them who denied the godhood of the Savior, to please 
that apostate emperor, to be “fashionable”, they 
rejected the Christianity. But like if it was a done: the 
ones who rejected Christ were not pleased only with 
their rejection, but their urged other people to do the 
same thing. And if those ones opposed, the strife was 
already there, and the persecution began. Behold the 
fire in which the believers are cleansed. Behold the 
thread of connection with their forefathers, the 
martyrs. 

There are times, and situations in all the 
times, when telling the truth and preaching the 
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redemption, put your life into danger of death. This 
way the things happened, into the days of John the 
Baptist, and of Herod, and this way happened into the 
days of Saint John Chrysostom and of empress 
Eudoxia, because John was asking the right of the 
widow against the empress. The Saint John 
Chrysostom said, defending the widow, these words: 
“again it is troubled Herodias, again she is asking the 
head of John on a plate”. For his courage to defend the 
poor man against the rich man, Saint John had to 
take the way of the exile, persecuted by the empress, 
until, exhausted of powers, he died on road. And 
Eudoxia was an Aryan. 

Christianity without the recognition of Jesus 
Christ like God, and master of the world, doesn't 
oblige you to make your life cleaner. And as much as 
the life become more darkened, the more you become 
dark towards God, until you will deny Him entirely, 
and you'll become a declared enemy of Him. The life 
lived careless, only earthly, behold at what brings you 
this. 

To such a stemming of the evil has God sent 
the Holy Three Hierarchs. They are the salt which 
stops the nature of the man to become totally stinking. 
It stands to reason that the human nature, inclined 
towards the sin, just because that, cannot suffer them 
too much. But they don't care that they aren't so 
pleasant to the world. Within them burns brightly the 
mission that God has given to them, to one to be salt 
to the human being and witnesses of God among 
people. To cut the word shortly, I am choosing from 
the life of the saint Basil, a few moments of big moral 
height, through what he proves to be a great teacher of 
the world and hierarch. It was around the year 372 
when the emperor Valent himself went into Caesarea 
of Cappadocia, where the Saint Basil was preaching, 
thinking to abate him from the righteous faith to the 
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Aryanism. The Saint Basil answered him calmly and 
politely, that he keeps the faith confessed by the holy 
fathers at Nicaea (325), and that nobody had the 
power to give another confession of faith above that 
one. receiving such an answer, the emperor Valent was 
searching an motif to exile the Saint Basil, knowing 
that only him is sustaining the right faith in Asia 
Minor, and if he won't be, the other ones would easily 
be won through temptations and through frightening. 

The emperor brought Modestus with him, 
the prefect of the praetorians (the safety of the 
emperor), and the bishop Evippius from Galatia, who 
was Aryan. The last one was brought to provoke the 
scandal to make possible for the prefect to intervene 
with the army. Evippius wanted to minister into a 
church from Caesarea, but the Saint Basil did not 
allow him until he will subscribe to the anathema 
given by the council of Nicaea upon the Aryans. The 
bishop complained to the emperor, and this one sent 
the prefect of the praetorians to lure Saint Basil to 
Aryanism, and if he couldn't gain him with the 
goodness, to the part of the Aryanism, then to menace 
him in order to scare him. “What sort of daring do you 
have to oppose to the religion of the emperor?” - asked 
him the prefect. “I don’t see any daring and I can]t see 
which is the religion of the emperor to resist to it. I 
know that the emperor is created by God as I am also, 
and consequently he must have the same religion that 
I and my believers we have”. The prefect started with 
allurements, saying: “Look, want you not to be in glory 
as the emperor? You can do that if you will confess the 
faith of the emperor.” The Saint Basil answers him: 
“We both are created according the form and the 
resemblance of God if we are alike the emperor. In 
what concerns the glory, this one can be seen only in 
the future life. And then, you tell, if it will be possessed 
by the one who will do the will of God or by the one 
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who works against Him”. “But, don't you fear of the 
evil thing that can come upon you?” - said the prefect. 
“I don't fear of the evil things because I know that God 
won't allowed more than are necessary for the 
atonement of my sins”. “But, do you know that the 
emperor can do to you so much evil than you won't be 
able to endure?” “What is that the emperor can do to 
me?” - ask Saint Basil calmly. “To strip you out from 
your wealth, to exile you, and even to kill you.” To 
these ones the Saint Basil laughed, saying: “All these 
ones the emperor can't do to me. Likewise, he can't 
strip me out from my wealth, because I have done this 
myself, so today I have nothing. He can't exile me 
where God not to be there. And then, with death he 
can't do me something else but to send me earlier to 
the life that I want. So, tell to your master, the 
emperor, that if he hasn't any evil thing to afraid me, I 
will not do his will against God”. The prefect told to the 
emperor everything and ended with these words: “By 
the chieftain of this church we are defeated: to the 
menace he is superior; he is stronger than the words: 
and he is stronger than the allurements.” (Minis 
superior est, sermonibus firucior, uerbogum blandi, tiis 
fortior). If I have told him: „I never have seen a man 
like you“, do you know what he answered me? : 
“Maybe you have never seen a bishop”. The emperor 
got angry and shouted furiously: “Let him to be exiled 
immediately!” And he started himself to write down the 
mandate for exile, but his pen broke down three times 
and he couldn't write. The emperor then believed that 
it is a sign from above and postponed the anger. 
Turned back to Constantinople, he tried again to write 
the mandate for exile, for the Saint Basil the Great, 
but suddenly his eldest child got sick, and was 
agonizing like in the claws of the death, and was not 
eased until he decided to leave the bishop of Caesarea 
alone. 
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Behold a father of the Church, great teacher 
and hierarch. Behold a disciple walking calmly on the 
infuriated sea. Behold a pillar unmoved by waves, 
behold calmness and modesty unmoved by storm, 
behold a man among us, crossing the centuries and 
making us strong into the calmness from above 
nature, because God still is at the rudder of the world. 

The trying has proved the saints, and the 
holiness it is superior to life and death. Amen. 


The Measures 

“Who do not reject himself, cannot come to 
me.” Who can't ask and who can't address to a 
spiritual father, or he don't even search for Him, 
cannot find Christ. If he still wants to keep the trace of 
God, but being with the mind and the heart, defiled by 
pleasure and pride, he will find deceptions. That's why 
the spiritual guides are ordered, to weight the spirits 
which cross their minds, to know the measures of 
every individual, and where are they inclined by their 
nature. 

Long since the prophet of the Jordan was 
confessing that: “The man, can't take anything, if it is 
not given to him from heaven.” But the same is told 
also by the deceived ones. How to keep up with the 
deceiving? It is easy to be caught. The ones who truly 
have the gift from God, they come to the spiritual 
guides to ask them, while the deceived ones don't 
want, and they keep themselves above any gift. They 
don't know anymore that without humbleness, you 
will not find God, but the deceiver. Without asking, 
you won't enter through the gate but you'll jump 
astray and you'll be reckoned with the thieves. The 
zeal without asking and the self opinion jump over the 
measure. 
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Inside of every individual God has closed the 
calling towards any meaning and thing, of which - at 
the appropriate time - He will have them amongst 
people this way: “He has given some of them to be 
apostles, others to be prophets, others to preach the 
Gospel, others to be shepherds and teachers. Towards 
the consummation of the saints, at the work of the 
service, towards the building up to the body of Christ, 
until all of us would be reached to the unification of 
the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, at 
the state of the consummated man, at the measure of 
the fullness of the age of Christ. To not be any more 
children and the toy of the waves, and carried here 
and there, by any word and teaching, through the 
deceiving of the people, through their shrewdness, 
towards the plotting of the straying, so being faithful to 
the truth, through love, to grow in everything, for Him 
Who is the Head - Christ.” (Ephesians 4, 11-15). 

He unites the feuding ones, He measures 
our gift, He calls us to work in the vineyard, He helps 
each of us - if we don't forget to call Him and for the 
consummation of the congregation He enlightens the 
servants. 

There are, between the ones sent by God and 
people, also men who have the gift to see beyond the 
horizon, to hear voices and words above de nature. 
But these ones, at the time of great importance for 
them, when it is opened the eye of the seeing and the 
ear of the hearing of the ones from beyond, they aren't 
late to search the advice of a spiritual guide, who will 
defend their mind and their heart against the alien joy, 
and will protect them with the garment of the 
humbleness. Because, if don't do like this, despite of 
the gift from above, they can fall prey to deception. 
Behold how this is: the gifts from God are hidden into 
us, we don't know them but Satan see them, and like 
a cunning thief, waylays the time of the gift from 
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above, to open into our life, and if would not be 
covered by humbleness and by right reckoning, he 
pours like in a through, his devastations, on the 
furrow of God. 

So, if God has given to you a gift, assure it 
with the question and defend it with the humbleness, 
and the more strongly don't exit from the advice of one 
of the ignored servants of God. Because if you aren't 
clever towards this reckoning, then to the gift of your 
seeing will talk Satan, which will pretend to be Christ, 
and will fully deceive you... “For there shall arise false 
Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs 
and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they 
shall deceive the very elect.” 3 (Matthew 24, 24) 

The false Christs and prophets, of which the 
Savior warns us, are the cunning ones from beyond 
the horizon, who make big and skillful effort, to be 
received like so by the people, and to be listened by 
them. Lest is their time at hand, because they are hard 
doing their will? 

Behold, on short, which are the reasons and 
the care, for which the Tradition of The Eastern 
Church, it is reluctant, and avoids to easily accept the 
visions, and defends its sons also, because these ones 
aren't absolutely necessary for the salvation, and the 
consummation to which we are called, leaves behind 
any vision. The revelation is full, and the one which 
are still missing, we aspect for them to the second 
coming of the Savior. Amen. 


3 The quotes mentioned by Father Arsenie Boca in the Romanian version 
of the book, are in this English translation taken from King James Bible, 
in the old orthography. 
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Antichrist 

He is the one who will come in his own name - 
not in the name of God - being Jewish by the nation, 
and who will tyrannize under his rule the entire earth. 
Because that one will receive to be emperor, above the 
brightness of all the emperors of the world. 

The Christians only in name, due to the 
multiplying of the lawlessness which quenches the 
ghost, so much they will become fable to their mind 
than by fear, a lot of them will reject Christ, and they 
will receive all the evil willing and they will taste all the 
evilness of the evil, “because the faith isn't of 
everybody” (II Thessalonians 2, 3). Their life, weakened 
by sin, will give boldness to Satan, who will work into 
that one, all kind of powers and signs, of false wonders 
and wicked deceptions, for the sons of the perdition, 
because they didn't receive the love of the truth, to be 
saved. “And for this cause God shall send them strong 
delusion, that they should believe a lie: // That they 
all might be damned who believed not the truth, but 
had pleasure in unrighteousness.” (II Thessalonians 2, 
9-11) 

The Jews of yesteryear, pushed from inside 
by “that one”, they crucified the Lord, pricking His 
heel, and couldn't do Him nothing more than that; a 
contrary, the Lord, descending Himself from the cross 
to the ones from the prison, broke the eternal locks, 
and made a great prey to the insatiable hell. From 
then walks the enemy, like a rabid lion, inflaming his 
tools, at least the deeds and the teaching of the Savior 
to be darkened into unbelief. Not being able to do even 
this one, he ignites his goons and “that one” of theirs, 
who is repeated in each human century, from the days 
of the Saints Apostles, to the days of the most 
consummated Antichrist, from the end of time, when 
Elijah will preach, only just he will be able to 
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extinguish the disciples of Jesus from the earth, 
persecuting them, hanging them, killing them, 
crucifying them, and murdering them in all ways. 

Even more than that, as a father says, this 
Antichrist - which doesn't please himself with his own 
unbelief, but he wants the unbelief of everybody - will 
be restless but only in the day in which he will succeed 
to kill God, and cast Him away from the mind and 
from the heart of the last believer remained on earth, 
and doesn't crave this insane after a bigger pride, but 
to finish once with God, and in His place, to prick into 
the soul of the man, like a sword of the hell, his 
beastly face. 

“That one” it is not please only to deceive the 
people with the postponing of the redemption for 
tomorrow, or for after tomorrow, or to the old age, but 
he fight insanely, asking... the death of God... the 
death of His teaching... the death of the Christians, 
His disciples... the deserting of His Church and the 
stopping of His Eternal Sacrifice, which it is the Saint 
Liturgy. 

The torments from those last days will 
exceed all the persecutions that were ever intensified 
over the Christians. Only the pressure of a persecution 
over the entire earth, will force them to let aside any 
confessional dissension and to be one, as they were at 
the beginning. They will not escape from under the 
history's roller, until they won't come at that mind to 
listen and to fulfill, at least at the end, the last request 
of the Savior into world. 

Because in those days, there barely will be 
any Christians; but no matter how many they will 
remain, those ones must pass over what the 
Christianity of our days would be, and to be one. 

The common danger was showed into world, 
the unifying of the Christianity delays. Oh, God, until 
when?... 
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So, when the lawlessness will clench the 
mind and the heart of the people, and will make them 
savage so much, that they will say they don't need 
God, Church and Priest anymore, than there will be 
the wilderness and the madness of the hate all over 
the earth, then the end comes. Amen. 


Only the Holy Liturgy Still Holds the World 

Like the Mystery of the Repentance or the 
Confession it is the merciful judgment of God hidden 
under a humble face, and the one who love the 
humbleness have this gift, in the same way also the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Savior from the Holy Liturgy, 
hides, again in a humble way, a mystery of the world's 
governance. The old ones knew the reason for which 
the Antichrist doesn't show in their days, because the 
Saint Apostle Paul speaks about this mystery in a 
hidden way, but doesn't name it. It is the Saint Liturgy 
or the eternal sacrifice, about which Lord spoke 
through Daniel and after that He Himself thought us. 
It is the one which stops to be shown the Antichrist, or 
the man of lawlessness, but only in the time allowed 
by God. 

That's why the Blood from the Lamb from 
the Holy Impartation, keeps the soul into bones and 
the world standing. 


The Prophet of Fire 

So, until there are people who search for the 
repentance and for the Holy Impartation, the Satan 
hasn't any power, being stopped by God. But when the 
people will be so much darkened at their mind, than 
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they will impede the Holy Liturgy with all their will, 
wanting disbelieve, in those days will cease also the 
Eternal Sacrifice and will start the abomination of the 
desolation, like Daniel says. 

It is a time of three and a half years, into 
which Elijah will preach, the most angry prophet, and 
will herald the seven cups of the anger, or of God's 
wrath, the last ones, with which will end the anger of 
God. 

At the fulfillment of that last time, when the 
evilness will be fully ripe, Elijah, the Prophet of Fire 
will herald, the second coming of the Savior. This 
announcement, the biggest joy of the Christians, will 
be a danger of death to the true prophet; because the 
people of lawlessness will murder him, as John the 
Baptist was murdered, who was in the power and in 
the ghost of Elijah, at the first coming. But just when 
the foes of the Almighty believed that killing the last 
prophet, at last they finished with God, behold... Elijah 
resurrects... 

The Jews realize the foolishness of their 
enmity, and their deceiving by Antichrist, and with 
fear and great tremble, they turn and receive Christ - 
God, as the Holy Scripture confesses about them. 


The Holy Cross on the Sky 

Lighted into glory, brighter then the Son, to 
which people weren't yet against it and they cursed it 
not, will be showed in spite of the enemies, a glorified 
sign of the victory of the good over the evil. Then, in 
those frightening days, on earth and embodied, the 
God Word Himself comes to call the people, for the last 
time, but not to repentance, but to the judgment. 
Then, God and the economy of the salvation, aren't 
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anymore be by believing, but by seeing. 

And the Antichrist, into whom the entire 
power of Satan will work, will be killed by God, with 
the breath of His mouth, and destroyed by the 
brightness of His coming (II Thessalonians 2, 8)... 
Happy will be the one who will wait and will reach at 
the 1335 days (Daniel, 12). 

It is the day of the Lord, the big and 
frightening one, day of happiness for those called, 
chosen and believers, of unspeakable joy, the day of 
the homecoming, in the country of birth and to the end 
of the weeping. A day of happiness seeing the victory of 
the patience, seeing the universal resurrection, seeing 
the legacy prepared from the foundation of the world, 
for the ones who love God, and remained into His love 
to the end... And mysteries amidst mysteries, known 
only by God, then they will be seen. 

The other ones will be on the edge of giving 
their souls, due to the horror and to the waiting of the 
ones started to come over the world, because the 
strengths of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 
the One Whom they crucified coming into clouds, with great 
power and glory; the One Who is our love, Who scatters our 
fear; but to the ones who persecuted crucified Him, and 
crucified Him, for His love for people, for them will be the 
most horror, they having to receive their payment for their 
deeds. 

Consequently, seeing that the peace was taken 
from the earth, but the time wasn't yet taken to us, with the 
voice of God, He calls all the people on the earth to repent, 
because He decided a day in which He will judge the world. 
And that day can be anytime. And about the Antichrist, there 
is possible to write also in another way. Amen. 
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Chapter 2 - The Unseen War 

The Man, a Creation of a Great Price 
Decayed Angels 

Let's Run Away from the Conceit and Vain 
Hopes 

Let's Us Guard Against too Much Familiarity 

About Obedience and Submission 

Disobedience. Mistake. Sin. 

Let's Shun Against the Useless Conversations 

The Means through which We Can Gain the 
Internal Peace and the Advancement into 
Virtue 

The Resistance against the Temptations 
Let's us Shun of the Bold Judgments 
The Deeds of the Love 
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We Must Suffer the Imperfection of the Other 
One 

About the Monastic Life 
Saint Mark the Ascetic 
About Love 

About the Pure Prayer 
About Monks 

The Word 42, about the Power and the Work 
of the Evilness of the Sin. How it forms and 
How It Ceases 

Saint Isaac the Syrian 

The Patience 

Narrowness of the Soul 

About the Prayer 

About the True Humbleness 

About Mercy 

The Spiritual War 

Combats, According to the Law 

Crawling on the Steps 
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How died Constantine Brancoveanu and his 
sons 

Saint Theophylact of Bulgaria. For mercy 


The Man, a Creation of a Great Price 

The man, in his entirety, has the second 
importance after God. A single soul it is more valuable 
than the entire matter of this world. 

The man, isn't a being closed into this world 
from here. He doesn't content himself to believe in the 
existence of an unseen world, like the Protestants do, 
or to deduct with the mind its existence from the 
sensible world, but he searches to be in a connection 
with it. The importance of the man it is shown not only 
through the fact that he was created after the form of 
God, but also through that for every, and around of 
each individual, it is fought a ceaseless unseen battle. 
Around of each man it is concentrated the entire 
created and uncreated existence, seen and unseen. 


Decayed Angels 

Before to be built the man and the seen 
ones, in the unseen world of the angels, there 
happened mad wickedness. Lucifer and his horde, they 
wanted to they be above God. The other chieftains of 
the army resisted to this insanity. Lucifer, instead, like 
a lightening fell from the face of God, making himself 
from the lightened angel, a darkened devil. 
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“Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and of the 
sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath 

C -)” 4 

He is the lion which walks around roaring, 
searching for whom to swallow. Between him and the soul it 
is begun an unseen war. 

Let's run away from conceit and vain hopes 

Reckless it in the one, who puts his hope on 
people, or in any other being, whichever would it be. 

Don't be ashamed not in the least, to service 
the others, and to appear poor in this world, by the 
love for Jesus Christ. 

Do not lean on yourself, but put your whole 
hope into God. 

Do not trust at all in the science and in the 
cleverness of somebody, but rather into the grace of 
God, which helps the humble ones, and humbles the 
pride ones. 

Do not glorify yourself with your wealth, if 
you have it, neither with your friends because they are 
powerful, but into God, Who gives that all, and more 
than that, even Himself, He wants to give Himself to 
you. 

Do not rise yourself at all, because of your 
power, or of the beauty of your body, on which a easy 
helplessness, brings it down and withers it. 

Don't reckon yourself better than other, not 
to be reckon evil before God, Who know everything 
that is into each of us. 

Do not be proud about your good deeds, 
because the judgments of God are different than the 


4 KJB: Revelation: 12, 12. 
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ones of the people, and what pleases to the people, 
often, it doesn't please God. 

The anger and the envy chew the heart of 
the haughty one. 


Let's Us Guard Against too Much Familiarity 

Do not open your heart to anybody, but 
talk about your businesses to a wise man, and 
fearing of God. 

Do not stay among the gathering of the 
young people and of the worldly people. Search for 
the humble ones and don't talk with them but 
about the soul building things. 

Do not be familiar with any woman, but 
pray to God for all of them who are full of virtue. 
Do not aspire to be familiar with any woman, but 
with God and angels, and shun yourself, not to be 
know by people. 

It is ought to have love for everybody, but 
the familiarity has its shortages. 


About Obedience and Submission 

Outstanding thing it is to live in 
obedience, to have a superior to listen to, and not 
to hang by yourself. You are better defended 
listening than commanding. It is not good to listen 
only because of need, but also for the love of God. 
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So, do not trust too much in your opinion, but 
voluntarily put yourself in the obedience to the 
others. Even if your opinion it is right, if for the 
love of God you leave it, to follow the opinion of 
somebody else, a lot of profit you will gain from 
this thing. If he sends you to steal, do not doubt 
and think that will be a wrong commandment. 
You take the payment of the obedience. And the 
one who has sent you will be judged by God. 

We have often heard being said that it is 
better to listen and to receive an advice, than to 
give one. It is also possible that the opinion of 
everyone to be good, but not wanting to receive 
the opinion of the others, when the situations or 
the reason impose it, you will prove yourself to 
have conceit and stubbornness. 

Christ made Himself obedient to death, 
and even to death on cross. Neither any order 
from world, or any life, but through obedience! 
This is the connection between God and people! 

Amen. 


Disobedience. Mistake. Sin. 

The Disobedience. The mistake it is the 
disobedience of the ghost, who don't want to 
recognize any master, and who listen to himself. 
The sin it is the wicked deed. In this way, like the 
Apostle teaches us: the power comes from God 
and it is submitted to a Godlike guidance. 
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Let's Shun Against the Useless Conversations 

Shun yourself, as much as you can, 
against the bustle of the people, because it is a 
dangerous thing to talk about the world's things, 
even if you are doing this with a pure thought. If it 
is, though, appropriate to talk about them, then 
talk about the things which can build. The pious 
discussions about the spiritual things help a lot at 
the advancement of the spirit, especially among 
them who are united into God, through the same 
sentiments and the same aspirations, it is written, 
that we will be held accountable, at the judgment 
day, about each useless word. 


The Means through which We Can Gain the 
Internal Peace and the Advancement into 

Virtue 

We would be able to enjoy a great peace, 
if we would want not to occupy ourselves with 
what the other people do or say, and neither with 
what doesn't regard us. The biggest and the only 
resistance it is, that once enslaved by our 
passions and lust, we don't do any effort to enter 
on the consummated furrow of the saints. “I leave 
my peace to you; I give you my peace, not as the 
world gives it to you”. 

What a pleasant sweetness, what an 
attractive love into these words of Jesus Christ!... 
There are two different kinds of peace: the peace 
of Jesus and the peace of the world. The peace of 
the world comprises: the cares, the sorrows, the 
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restlessness, the disgust, the remorse. Jesus says: 
“Defeat yourself’. Bridle your lust, oppose to the 
wishes, brake your passions, and then your ghost 
will be obedient to His commandments, and it will 
remain into the untold peace, and all the toil of 
life, the sufferance, the injustice, the 
persecutions, nothing will disturb His peace, 
which exceeds any understanding. Amen. 


The Resistance against the Temptations 

As long as we live on earth, we cannot be 
spared of trouble and trials. That's why it is 
written in the Book of Job “Temptation it is the 
life of the man on earth”. There is not such a 
consummated and such a saint man, than not to 
have, sometime, temptations - of which we can't 
be totally speared. 

The saints have passed through a lot of 
temptations and sufferings, and on this furrow 
they benefited, but the ones who were not able to 
overcome the temptations, they were defeated and 
they fell. 

There is not any monastic dwelling as 
saint, neither such a retired place, where not to 
happen resistances and temptations. As long as 
he is alive, he isn't totally spared by temptations, 
because we have their seed into us, due to the 
bodily lust through which we were conceived. One 
comes after another one, and we'll have always 
something to endure, because we have lost the 
good and the happiness, the ones from the 
beginning. Some people try to run, not to be 
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tempted, and they fall into even more dangerous 
temptations. Running ii isn't enough to overcome, 
but the patience and the true humbleness make 
us stronger that our enemies. The one who, 
without plucking out the root of the evil, he only 
shuns himself against the perils (the external 
occasions), profit only a little. On the contrary, the 
temptations turn back upon him even more 
urging and with a bigger power. 

Your victory will be surer, little by little, 
through a longsuffering with the help of God, than 
though a too big harshness with yourself. 

Follow the advices, when you are 
tempted, and not to judge harshly the one who is 
in temptation, but console him, as you would 
want yourself to be consoled. 

The beginning of each temptation it is 
the fickleness of the ghost, and the little faith in 
God. Because, as ship without rudder it is carried 
here and there by the waves, as it is the weak and 
fickle man, who leaves the decisions that he have 
taken, he is billow by all kind of temptations. It is 
ought to watch, especially when the temptation it 
is shown, because we will better overcome the foe 
if we don't let him enter into our soul, casting him 
away even in the moment in which he is ready to 
enter. At first, a simple thought appears in mind, 
then will come an imagination, then the pleasure, 
the dissolute impulse, and at last, the 
acquiescence. So that, little by little, the enemy 
comprises the entire soul, when he doesn't find 
resistance just from the beginning. 
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Let's us Shun of the Bold Judgments 

Dwells inside us a mysterious malice, 
which likes to discover the imperfections of our 
brothers, and that's why, we are ready to judge 
them, forgetting that the judgment belongs to 
God. Instead of judging with such a great 
tempting impulse the other's thought, let's 
descend into our own. Then we will find just 
enough reasons to be lenient towards our fellow 
human being, and to shiver for ourselves. You 
have only your own burden and you will be held 
responsible only for yourself. “Don't judge, not to 
be judged”. 


The Deeds of the Love 

Not for the world, and for the sake of 
nobody, it is not appropriate to do even any little 
harm, but nevertheless, to help the one in need, 
you can sometimes to postpone a good work, or to 
replace it with another one, which is better, 
because then you didn't destroy the good, but you 
have changed it with another one, a bigger one. 


We Must Suffer the Imperfection of the Other 

One 

What the man can't correct into himself 
or into the other ones, he must suffer it with 
patience, until God commands otherwise. Think 
yourself that maybe it is better to be so, to be 
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tried through patience, without which our merits 
aren't too much thing. You must, into all of these, 
to pray to God to help you to overcome these 
impediments, or to endure them with gentleness. 
If somebody, persuaded once, or twice, doesn't fall 
on the same opinion with you, do not have any 
further dispute with him, but trust everything into 
the hand of God, Who knows how to get the good 
from evil, to be fulfilled so, His will. And to be Him 
worshipped, into all His servants. 

Make yourself the effort to suffer with 
patience, the shortcomings and the weaknesses of 
the others, no matter which would be these, 
because you have also a lot of these to be suffered 
by the others. Because God ordered to be like 
that, to learn ourselves to bear the burden one to 
another - because everyone has his own burden - 
no one is without shortcomings, no one it is 
sufficient to himself, no one is so wise to guide 
himself, but it is ought to us to suffer, to comfort 
and to help each other, to teach and to guide each 
other. What makes you so huffy isn't the zeal for 
the fellow human being, but a self-love, a 
fastidious one, a cantankerous and gloomy one. 
The true piousness it is gentle and patient, 
because it shows you who you are... 


About the Monastic Life 

You must achieve the habit to break 5 
yourself in many things, if you want to preserve 


5 1. n.: We believe the sense of this is “to renounce at yourself’. 

41 



THE PfiTH OF THE KINGDOM 


the peace and the good understanding with 
others. It isn't a little thing, to live in a monastery, 
or into another congregational life. Don't ever give 
occasion for a complaining against you, and be 
faithful with steadfastness into these to the death. 

The garment and the hair cut mean only 
a little. The changing of the habits and the 
consummated killing of the passions make the 
true monk. The one who searches something else 
that God and the salvation of the soul, wouldn't 
find there but annoyances and sorrows. 

You have come here to serve, and not to 
command. Find out that you was called to suffer 
and to toil, and not to blab into an empty 
idleness. Please, God, help me, in my saint 
decisions, and into my service; give me to start 
good now, because what I have started now 
nothing it is. Because the man put it into his 
mind, but God decides, and not the man is the 
one who chooses his path. 

Do not stay ever, without any job; read, 
write, pray, meditate, or work something useful 
for the congregation of the brothers. 

The occupations which aren't done 
together with the other ones, must not be left to 
be seen outside, because it is better to be done in 
secret, the ones which are only for everyone in 
part. But guard yourself, also, not to be careless 
with the occupations done in common, and 
overhasty only for the ones of yours. But after you 
have fulfilled with faith and in their entirety the 
tasks put in front of you, if you still have some 
time, give it to yourself, like your piousness will 
teach you. 
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Read rather what touches the heart, 
than what moves the mind away. 

If you will know how to let people in their 
own, soon, they also will let you to do what you 
want. 

Don't drag towards yourself the others' 
businesses, and don't mix at all in the ones of the 
big people. 

If you are not noticed, don't get upset, 
but take care to have a good religious life, with 
enough restraint, like is suitable to a servant of 
God and to a pious monk. 

Would be better, for you, to blame 
yourself, and cover your brother. If you want to be 
suffered, you suffer them first. Isn't a big deal to 
live good with gentle and good people, because 
this naturally pleases everyone, but to live in 
peace with rough people, corrupted and 
fornicators, or who are resisting to you, this is a 
great grace, a full of courage virtue, and worthy to 
be praised. 

Everyone, man or people, which would 
break this law, or would deny these teachings, 
even only in a single place, that man, that people, 
up risen against God, receives immediately the 
punishment of his lawlessness. If you want what 
God wants, and what it is useful to your fellow 
human being, you enjoy the internal liberation. 

A pure heart passes through the Sky and 

the hell. 

If there is a joy into world, it's the one 
had by the pure heart. 
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To always do the good, and never reckon 
it without importance 6 , it is the sign of a humble 
soul. Not wishing the comfort from any man, it 
means a great purity and a great interior 
confidence. When you are not searching outside 
yourself for any testimony for your use, the sign it 
is that you have yourself totally entrusted to God. 

Do not wish to be praised and loved 
before others, because this isn't the side of God, 
with Whom nobody can be equal. Do not wish, 
again, to have someone his heart caught with you, 
neither yourself to be caught by the love of 
somebody, but Jesus Christ to be inward you, and 
inward of any good man. 

He sends to you troubles and 
punishments, you receive them with joy. Because 
always, for your salvation He has done and He 
has allowed all that are happening to us. Amen. 


Saint Mark the Ascetic 

If you are lover of teaching, make 
yourself lover of tiredness. Because, the simple 
effort makes the man haughty. 

The troubles that come over people, they 
are the fruits of the own sins. And if we endured 
them 

The unrepentant sin it is a sin towards 
death. Even if a saint would pray for the 


6 T. n.: Maybe the Saint Father Arsenie Boca it is referring here, in the 
first sentence, to the good which you ought to do, and in the second 
sentence, to the good that has been done to you. 

44 



F^meNiewcfi 


forgiveness of such a sin, of the other one, his 
pray will remain unheard. 

The one who makes the good and 
searches for reward, doesn't serve God, but his 
own will. 

The one who did sin, can't escape of 
punishment, but only through a repentance 
corresponding to the mistake. 

About Love 

In the time of the temptations, do not 
leave your monastery, but suffer with valor the 
waves of the thoughts, especially the ones of the 
despair and drowsiness. Because, being tried with 
a good reason, through troubles, you will gain an 
even more strengthen hope into God. But if you 
will leave it, you'll be find untried, deprived of 
manhood, and fickle. 

If you don't want to fall from the love 
towards God, neither let your brother to go to 
sleep saddened because of you, nor you go to 
sleep disgusted against him, but “go and reconcile 
with your brother” and coming bring to Christ, 
pure knowledge through perseverant prayer, the 
gift of love. 

Do not give your ear to the tongue which 
defames, neither your tongue to the lover of 
defamation, listening or speaking with pleasure 
the ones which are told against your fellow 
human being, not to fall from the godlike love, and 
to find yourself stranger of the eternal life. 

Do not accept the gossip against your 
parent; neither to encourage the one who 
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disgraces him, not to get angry the Lord, and to 
eradicate you from the land of the living ones. 

Shut the mouth of the one who gossips 
at your ears, not to commit a twofold sin together 
with that one: accustoming you with the losing 
passion, and not stopping that one to prattle 
against the neighbor. 

Do not ever hit one of the brothers, 
especially without reason and judgment, lest, not 
suffering the offence, to leave from monastery, 
and not being able to escape ever from the 
remorse of your conscience, remembering forever 
that sadness in the time of the prayer, and to 
kidnap your mind from the godlike boldness. 

Do not suffer suspicions, at least among 
the people who bring to you things that offend, 
against the other one. The ones who receive the 
things that offend, in any way, towards the ones 
which happen with will or without will, they don't 
know the path of peace, which brings through 
love, at the knowledge of God, the ones who love 
that path. 

Still doesn't have perfect love the one 
who still guides himself according to the people 
opinions. For example: loving one and hating the 
other one, for this or that reason; or once loving 
and another time hating the same one for the 
same reasons. 


About the Pure Prayer 


Because any prayer that would be made, 
or it is request or prayer, of thank or glory. And 
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when the mind reaches at spiritual states, then 
doesn't have prayer anymore. One it is the prayer 
and something else it is the contemplation in time 
of prayer, even they are their cause one into 
another. Search and you'll see that if the mind 
entered in contemplation, it is no longer one of 
these, neither asks for something into prayer. 
Very rare are those who have been vouchsafed, 
with a lot of will, to reach at the pure prayer. 

The holy fathers had the custom to call 
prayer all the good impulses, and all the spiritual 
works. Because behold that we see that when the 
priest stays at prayer, asking mercy from God, 
and praying, and concentrating his mind, then 
the Holy Ghost comes over the bread and wine 
which are in the Holy Altar. 

Even to Zacharias, in the time of the 
prayer, was shown to him the angel prophesying 
the birth of John. Likewise, to Peter, when he was 
praying in the house at the sixth hour, was 
showed to him that vision which urged him to call 
the gentiles, when he saw that net descended 
from heavens and the animals that were into it. 
Also to Cornelius, in the time of the prayer, was 
showed the angel to him, and told him the ones 
that were written about him. And also to Jesus, 
the son of Nun, when he kneeled at prayer, God 
spoke to him. What a terrible mystery is this! So, 
that every visions which are discovered into 
saints, are discovered at the time of the prayer. 
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About Monks 

According as the man avoids talking to 
the other people, in the same measure he is made 
worthy to have boldness in his mind towards God. 
And as much the man cut off the comfort in this 
world, as much he is made worthy to enjoy God 
into the Holy Spirit. And like the fish die by the 
lack of water, in the same way disappear from the 
heart of the monk the understanding movements, 
if he mixes himself and stay to often with the 
laymen. 

Better it is a layman, no matter how 
wicked he is, and no matter how many bad things 
he will do in his life, than a monk to whom bad 
things happen and he stays with the laymen. 

Feared it is by devils and loved by God 
and by His angels, the one who, with great ardor 
and zeal, day and night, he searches God into his 
heart, and uproots from it the enticements which 
grow there from the evil one. For the one with a 
pure heart, the understanding place it is into 
himself. 

Behold the angry one, the quick one, the 
greedy one, the insatiable one, and the one 
enveloped by the worldly things, and the one who 
wants to do his will, and the one bitter like the 
gall and the one full of passions, these ones have 
a life into turmoil, a nightly and darkened one, 
and they walk by touch, being outside of the 
country of life and of the light. Because that 
country it is promised to the good ones, to the 
humble ones into their thought, and to the ones 
who clean their hearts. The man can't see the 
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beauty which it is inside him, until he doesn't 
despise and doesn't hate the entire beauty which 
it is outside him. 

And, the man can't watch with 
knowledge towards God, until he doesn't reject 
the world in a total way. 

As much the tongue moves away from 
the tattle, as much receives more light, to 
distinguish between thoughts, because even the 
blessed mind, it is made confuse through much 
speaking. 

The one poor of the worldly things, he 
enriches into God, and the one who loves the 
richness of the world, will be poor of God. 

About the guarding and the staying away 
from the lazy ones, this is necessary because from 
the closeness to these ones the laziness becomes 
master over the man, and he is filled with all the 
dirty passions. 

Who stops his mouth from gossip, he 
defends his heart from passions. He sees God all 
the time (because his cogitation it is always at 
God), and cast away the devils from him and 
plucks out the roots of the evil things. 

The one who continuously searches his 
own soul, his heart enjoys by new discoveries. 
And the one who controls the sight of his mind 
inside himself, that one sees the ray of the Ghost. 
The one who has hated all the responsibility, he 
sees his Master inside his own heart. 

If you love the purity, into which you can 
see the Master of everything, don't gossip 
somebody, neither listen to someone who gossips 
your brother. 
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The one who is righteously praised, it 
isn't damaged by that. But if he becomes lover of 
praises, then he will lose his reward. 

The mouth which doesn't love to easily 
speak, interprets the mysteries of God, and the 
one quickly to speak, he gets away from his 
Creator. 

The one who follows the one who loves of 
God, he will get enriched with the mysteries of 
God. And the one who follows the unfair and 
haughty man, he gets astray from God and will be 
hated by his friends. 

The quiet one will gain in everything the 
order of humbleness, and without struggle he will 
master over passions. 

Through continuous meditation about 
God, the passions are uprooted and casted away. 

Like in the moments of rest and serenity, 
on the sea seen, the dolphins are swimming, like 
so in time of quietness and serenity, on heart's 
see, untroubled by angry and impulses, there 
always move the mysteries and the discoveries 
from God, and that makes it glad. Amen. 


The Word 42, about the Power and the Work of 
the Evilness of the Sin. How it forms and How 

It Ceases 

While the man doesn't hate from his 
heart the, truly, the cause of the sin, he isn't free 
neither of the pleasure to work it. This is a very 
powerful struggle, which resist against the man to 
the blood. 
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Prayer: 

“Lord, the One You are spring of all help. 
You harden in these moments, which are moment 
of martyrdom, the souls which gladly engaged 
with You, the Heavenly Groom, and they uttered 
the promises of holiness, with understanding and 
with clean movements, without deceiving. For that 
reason, please give them strength, to crumble the 
walls, and the fortifications, and the citadels, as 
many as they are aroused against the truth, not 
to mistake the target due to the compulsion, in 
the moment into which there it is fought a life and 
death struggle.” 

Beware, my beloved ones, of the lack of 
work (laziness). Because, a proved death, hid into 
it (into laziness). Because unless laziness, nothing 
can enslave with pleasure the monks. 

In the day of the judgment, not for 
psalms or for prayer we will be sentenced by God, 
but because we left Him, and allowed the devils to 
enter. 

The one who doesn't submit his will to 
God, he will be enslaved by his enemy. Because 
any good thing that we want to do it, we can't do 
it without God, like speaks God into Scriptures. 

The Scriptures names “world” the 
material things, and worldly are the ones who 
tarry, with their mind, at them. These ones are 
advised: “Do not love the world, and the ones from 
within the world!” The lust of the body and the 
lust of the eye, and the conceit of the life are not 
from God, but from world, and from the creeping 
ones... 
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Monk is the one who has detached his 
mind from the worldly things, and through 
restraint and love, through singing of psalms and 
prayer, he sticks steadfastly to God. 

Make the difference between annoyance 
and pain, and take heed that the pain it is the 
consequence of the pleasure, and the annoyance 
is the consequence of the vain glory. 


Saint Isaac the Syrian 

So, if it happens to somebody to be 
tempted, and to be forced by somebody to 
trespass one of these commandments of mine, 
namely to desert the wisdom and to leave the 
monastic order, or the reject the faith, or to 
renounce at the fight for Christ, or to trespass one 
of His commandments, and if he don't get scared 
and don't resist with manhood against the 
temptations, then he falls down from the truth. 
So, let's us overlook our body from our entire 
power, and to let our soul in the care of God and 
in the name of God to start our fight with the 
temptations. 

Do not ask advice from somebody who 
doesn't live like you, no matter how wise that one 
will be. But better show your thoughts to a simple 
man, but tried in these kinds of things, instead to 
show them to somebody who speaks from 
research but not from trouble. 

And what the experience is? Having 
experience doesn't mean to go and research 
something without having inside you knowledge 
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about it, but to sense through trying with your 
deed if that thing it is useful but full of damage 
inwardly. That's why some people suffer damage 
from thing which are apparently useful. And into 
these things neither the testimony of the 
knowledge is true. That's why take adviser the 
one who know to put into trying, through 
patience, the things of the reckoning. 

That's why not every man it is worthy of 
faith when he gives advices, but only that one who 
knew, firstly, to guide himself, even he was free 
and he doesn't fear about defamation nor about 
slandering. 

When you will find peace without trouble 
in your path, then have fear, because you are 
staying away from the right path on which step 
the laboring feet of the saints. As much as you 
advance on the path which leads towards the 
Imperial City, let this one to be your sing: you will 
be faced by strong temptations. And as much you 
get closer to God, and as much you thrive, as 
much the temptations grow against you. 

The Patience 

All the situations and all the troubles, 
which don't have their part of patience, they will 
be twofold punished. Because, the man rejects the 
danger, through patience. The stink of the soul it 
is mother of the torment. And the patience it is 
mother of the comfort and it is a power which 
births from the wide heart. And this power it is 
not found by man into troubles, but only with the 
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Grace of God, which it is found through a tide 
prayer and through shedding of tears. 

Narrowness of the Soul 

When God wants to bring over the man 
some bigger troubles, lets him into the hands of 
the soul narrowness. And this one gives birth into 
man to laziness, through which the soul is 
strangled and which gives him the taste of the 
world. And after that rises above the man the 
ghost of the insanity, from which spring countless 
temptations: the disturbance, the anger, the 
blasphemy, the groans, the thoughts of rebellion, 
the movement from place to place, and the other 
ones like these ones. And if you are asking me 
what it the cause of these ones, I am answering 
you: your laziness. And the medicine for this it is 
the humbleness of the mind. 

The humbleness can break the fence of 
these evil things. The humbleness must be 
searched for with the whole soul. Because, on the 
measure of your humbleness, the patience into 
your troubles it is given to you. And, on the 
measure of your patience, it is eased the burden 
of your troubles, and you gain the salvation. 


About the Prayer 

In the future age, we won't pray to God 
to ask something, because in that Country of 
Freedom, our nature not changes, neither 
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deviates from fear of resistance, but it is perfect in 
everything. 

This world it is a travel with troubles and 
a stadium for running. And the time of this life it 
is the time for battle. There isn't any law, in the 
country where it is war, and in time of war. 
Namely, the King doesn't impose edges and 
measures to His soldiers, to the end of the war, 
when all the people gathers in front of the gates of 
the King of Kings and everyone it is judged there, 
if he had patience into battle, if he didn't let 
himself conquered, or if, on the contrary, he 
turned his back and ran. 


* 


Through humbleness, even if you don't 
have many good deeds, a lot of your sins are 
forgiven. And the deeds without humbleness 
aren't for any use to you; on the contrary, many 
bad things they are finding to us. 

* 


So, God, I enjoy this into helplessness, in 
troubles, into prison, in needs, either from the 
nature, or from the sons of my nature, either from 
its foes, I suffer everything, namely I suffer my 
temptations, to dwell into me the power of God. 


* 


Like from the love of the belly it is born 
the disorder of the thoughts, likewise, from much 

55 



THE PfiTH OF THE KINGDOM 


speaking and from the disorder of the words, it is 
born the lack of nescience and the insanity of the 
mind. The care of the worldly things disturbs the 
soul, and the enveloping with them disturbs the 
mind and gets it out from its peace. 

It is appropriate to the monk, who has 
submitted himself, like a field, to the heavenly 
working, always, all the time, to be without any 
worldly care, for when he searches himself, not to 
find anything which belongs to this century from 
now. For being empty of this things, ceaseless, 
day and night, to be living in the law of God. 

The bodily efforts, without the purity of 
the mind, are like a barren womb and like some 
dried breasts. Because through them the soul 
can't get closer to the knowledge of God. Because, 
they make the body to get tired, but they don't 
care about uprooting the passions from the mind. 
That's why they will not reap anything. 


* 


It is not clean with the virginity (virginal) 
the one that guards his body undefiled by any 
copulation, but the one who is shy (who feels 
himself ashamed by himself) even when he is 
alone. 

If you love the wisdom, cast away the 
shameful thoughts, occupying yourself with the 
reading and with the ceaseless prayer, and then 
arm yourself against the causes of the nature. 
Because you can't see into your soul cleansing 
without these ones. 
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If you are truly merciful, when you are 
unjustly robbed by the ones of yours, you don't 
even get upset inside you, neither talk about you 
lost to the others. 


About the True Humbleness 

The one that is truly humble, when he is 
wronged, neither disturbs himself, nor defends 
himself, regarding the things of which he was 
wronged. And he receives the gossips like being 
true, and doesn't care to convince the people that 
he was gossiped, but he asks forgiveness. Because 
some people attracted upon themselves the 
renown of being restless, even in reality this 
wasn't true, and other endured to be called 
fornicators, even they were far away from 
fornication and from the fruit of the sin, that he 
don't make it. With tears in their eyes they 
confessed it in public and they were asking for 
forgiveness for a lawlessness that they didn't do, 
even they were crowned with all the purity and 
innocence into their souls, with crying from the 
ones who have wronged them. 

Do you believe that you have 
humbleness; other people blame themselves, but 
you don't suffer even when you are blamed by 
others, and you call yourself full of humbleness. If 
you are humble with your thought, put yourself to 
the test, and see if you can bear without be 
disturbed. 

With heed to talk in front of somebody 
who is haughty in thought and ill by envy. 
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Because, on the measure that you are talking, he 
misinterprets your sayings after his sole 
discretion, and from the good things that you 
uttered, he searches occasion to make other 
people to stumble. 


About Mercy 

When you give something, to the one 
who is in need, the joy of your face has to be 
bigger than your gift, and speaking to him make 
him to forget his trouble. And if you do his way, 
the joy it is bigger into his mind than your gift and 
the need of his body. Amen. 


The Spiritual War 

My son, when you want to approach to 
serve to God, prepare your soul for temptations. 
The Saint Apostles, the ones departed from this 
world into the love of the Savior, and who, even 
they were seen into world, they weren't from the 
world, but they were predicted by the Savior 
through the word of Peter: 

“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath 
desired to have you, that he may sift you as 
wheat; but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith 
fail not” 7 . 

We understand from this one, that the 
unseen war, which heats up between the soul and 


7 King James Bible, Luke 22: 31-32. 
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the devil, it is allowed by God to be fight in this 
stage of the life. He has laws to be followed 
precisely, not to waste our time, our salvation and 
our humbleness. For, says the faith from amid the 
saints: “Remove the temptations, and in a short 
time there isn't nobody to be saved”. 

The war of the temptations it is the thing 
that clarifies what is every one of us: wood, stone, 
brass, straws, oakum, earth or ash. 

The spiritual war resemble in some 
measure to the war of the world. Either one or 
another one detaches you from this life. Only the 
temptations, the troubles, and all sort of the 
trying of the unseen war, they succeed to fully 
blunt our taste for this world, and to bring us to 
some kind of death towards the world, which it is 
the full humbleness and the main condition for 
the unceasingly prayer. 


Combats, According to the Law 

The one who aren't searching into this 
life anything more than to be happy into the world 
and rested at the body, these one they haven't 
any war with the devil: you will find these ones 
without any war. Because, behold, until they are 
searching for rest, and vain happiness, they will 
not wake up from the enemy spell, which keeps 
them well clenched into this sensible world, which 
carries them, through carelessness to certain 
damnation. That's why somebody told that: the 
most dangerous prison it is the one into which 
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you feel well yourself: you'll never exit from that 
one. 

The war only begins with that ones who 
want to remake the happiness of the lost 
Paradise, endeavor for which they learn to detach 
from whole rest and vain glory of this life. And 
starts like this: 

All the passion or the works against 
nature they emerge first into the mind, in the 
thinnest part of our unseen being. Here comes a 
image, or a thought of this world, and it stays like 
a decoy. And the mind, if it is untaught, or 
unaware about the foreign work, like an innocent 
lamb, sees the wolf and goes to him believing that 
it is a sheep. And if the wolf it is even more 
deceitful and dresses himself up into sheepskin, 
and the poor lamb, not having tried the smell of 
the sheep, it goes romping in the teeth of the 
hungry wolf. 

The first encounter between the mind 
and the devil it is at the edge of the decoy, which 
he waves it in the front of the mind. If the mind do 
not heed the decoy, the enemy insists with it, he 
shows it even more shiny, to make it loved by the 
mind. This is the second advance of the war, or 
the second oppression. If the oppression has 
succeeded to steal the mind with the decoy and to 
determine it to talk each-other, we have the 
advancing to the union. 

But the mind awakes itself, for it was 
stolen by a foreign thought, and for it is in 
something else that was given to it by nature, and 
when it realizes about itself and about the ones 
into which it is, we have the thoughts fighting at a 
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decisive moment. Will accept the mind to go 
further after the decoy, or it will turn back from 
it? Here it is the fight, and the moments are 
expensive, and most of the time, the entire life of 
someone, or of some ones, hangs on the unseen 
battle of a few moments. 

If we are late to fight, it can happen 
without warning, that we be enveloped at the 
mind, by the side of the lust or of the anger, over 
which the foe throws his heat. Consequently, you, 
soldier of Christ, know that the fight must be 
fought hastily and according the law. 

Behold like, the Saint Mark the Ascetic, 
describes the starting of the unseen war: “the 
thrown of the decoy, by the Satan.” 

Since from the Old Testament it is known the 
warrior of the thought, about whom David writes 
these ones: “O daughter of Babylon, who art to be 
destroyed; happy shall he be, that rewarded thee 
as thou hast served us. // Happy shall he be, that 
taketh and dashed thy little ones against the 
stones .” 8 

The thoughts of the evil one, the visions 
of his, the idols (the fix ideas of him), his decoys, 
these are the Babylonians children, or the 
“offspring of the devil”, as the Saint Maxim calls 
them. And the stone it is Christ, or the faith into 
Him. He is the foundation of the soul's 
stronghold, the chief cornerstone, of which the 
builders of that time didn't noticed it. Or, into no 
other one it is salvation, because there doesn't 
exist any other name given to us, to the people, 


8 King James Bible: Book of Psalms: Psalm 137: 8, 9. 
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into which to save ourselves. Onto this stone we 
must hit the Babylonians children. For who will 
fall onto this stone he will be broken, and onto 
whom it will fall, he will be scattered. That's why, 
the Saint John Climacus, says: “Like the name of 
Christ, a stronger weapon, into heavens and on 
earth, there doesn't exist.” The heaven it is the 
mind, and the earth it is the heart, into which 
must deepen, the unceasingly prayer of the most 
holy name: “Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
have mercy on me, your sinner servant!”, turning 
like an ever stretched weapon, over the enemy. 


Crawling on the Steps 

So, the time of the fight, has a moment 
of a great balance, namely: if the mind doesn't 
remember with faith about “Lord Jesus...”, it 
happens to it, that accepts the decoy of the 
enemy. Here it is the border between the fight 
according to the law and the falling down into the 
lawlessness. So, the fallen mind into the realm of 
the lawlessness, gives its approval to the will, to 
which also the sly one blows the breeze of the 
dizziness. The will makes the decision always after 
the advice of the mind and never before. 

The gift of the liberty of the will, God has 
given to us like a great honor, and through it we 
have to grow to godlike measures. Behold why all 
the endeavor of liberation of the power of the soul, 
from the passions that are against nature, leads 
in fact to the regaining of the liberty of sons of 
God, of sons of the truth, which makes free the 

62 



F^meNiewcfi 


ones who stay into truth, and they don't stay in 
the lie and into the father of the lie. Through the 
gift of the liberty of the will we have to climb from 
the form to the resemblance. For the restoration 
or for the new creation of the man, God came 
among people, striving all the way to liberate us 
from alien chains, and we, the slouch that we are, 
after a while, we surrender ourselves again to 
even heavier chains. The love inclines the liberty 
like scales. 

So, if the mind will love the decoy and 
the alien advice, it will incline the scales of the 
free choosing towards the decoy and the alien 
advice. In this way it is opened the breach in the 
fortress, and the torrents of the enemies rush in, 
the ones which have waited outside. And quickly 
follows a pitiable desolation in the fortress of the 
soul, and the repetition of that deed until it 
becomes a habit or a custom. The spiritual and 
bodily rooting of the man, to the impossibility to 
resist anymore, or to the moment n which he 
doesn't want to resist anymore. In this way it 
happens that the work (of the nature) against the 
nature it makes to the man the second nature o 
his - the nature of the lawlessness, or the law of 
the sin. 

However, the man, having his powers 
weakening, he realizes that he enslaves himself to 
the enemy, because from where the Babylonian 
children, once, they were little, and he joked 
about them, now they grew into men, and he feels 
how they are stilling his powers, and to him, due 
to the long sinfulness, it was quenched, the power 
of the will, to resist. When he had the full powers, 
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he wasn't listening to the advice, and now, when 
he doesn't have them anymore, he would turn 
them back to God, but he doesn't have them. His 
entire vigor he gives it to the wrong one. And the 
chipped old age he wants to give it to God. What 
reckoning it is this? 

Sometimes God receives also the shards, 
but only if there remained powers for the last 
fight, harder than the first one, which it is on life 
and death. Because the foe, who desolates 
through passions, when he founds that the mind, 
pushed by the calling of the conscience, want to 
revolt against its slavery, comes with great, 
proving to the soul that it hasn't any escape, 
anyway. And as a punishment because the soul 
has dared something like this, the devil tries to 
give it tied to the even bigger tormentor, the spirit 
of the despondency. 

We must say that every of the chieftain 
passions, can bring God's creation, to the last 
falling, be it the self killing, or the insanity, or 
even the possession by devils. For example: the 
greediness of wealth, the greediness of power, and 
the smoke of the pride, how many doesn't made 
them insane, and they killed themselves! The 
diseases from fornication, for instance, how many 
people were brought to suicide because of them? 
Who ended well from the drunk men, from the 
ones who didn't want to left their passion? But 
also the idleness can make people insane, when 
finds itself into danger. 

From where it is so much desolation? 
From an instant without God in the mind, that 
moment into which the foe has snuck in the 
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throat the road, skillfully enveloped into the decoy 
of a sensible thing from this world. 

The enemy tempts with the decoy of the 
pleasure every man, towards the passion for 
which it is caught to have the bigger impulse: on 
the one bent inclined towards the body with the 
fornication; on the one incline towards thoughts 
with the wisdom of this century, which has 
strayed many of them and only a few has turned 
them back. The ones willing the word of God, are 
tempted with the Bible, than into our day are seen 
many traveler towards hell with the Bible in their 
hands. All of them, who are searching for 
pleasures, of any kind, they will not escape the 
dangers, because under any pleasure it is coiled a 
snake. 


How died Constantine Brancoveanu and his 

sons 

The Venetian plenipotentiary at 
Tsargrad, Andrea Memno, it was there in 15 th of 
August, 1714, at the scene of the execution of the 
Prince Constantine Brancoveanu, and of the 
members of his family, murdered from the order 
of the sultan Ahmed. In his letter to the Doge of 
the Venice, his plenipotentiary repots these ones: 

“In Sunday, in the morning the 15 th of 
August, were cut the heads of the old Prince of 
Vlachia, to all of his sons, and to a boyar who was 
his treasurer. 

Behold how this was made: 
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Even in that morning, the sultan Ahmed 
put himself into an imperial yacht, and came at 
the seraglio called the Gazebo Jalikiacs on the 
Black Sea channel, in front of which there was a 
small market, where they brought the Prince 
Brancoveau, his four boys, and the treasurer 
Vacarescu, put them into knees, at a some 
distance one of another, an executioner remove 
the masks from their heads, and the sultan 
rebuked them calling them wicked souls. And 
then they allowed the convicted men to do a short 
prayer. 

Before to be lifted the ax upon their 
heads, they had been asked if they want to make 
themselves Turkish, and then they will be 
pardoned. The voice of the old Brancoveanu, 
chocked by faith, sounded and he said, scarred by 
this insult: 

„My sons! Behold that, all the wealth 
and everything that we had, we lost; let's not 
to loose ourselves our souls! Stay strong, and 
manly, my dears, and don't care about death. 
Look at Christ, our Savior, how many He 
suffered for us, and with what death of shame 
he died; believe strongly into this and do not 
move or hesitated from the right faith, for this 
world and for this life.” 

To these words Ahmed became like a 
rabid lion, and he commanded their heads to be 
cut down. The dreadful executioner raised the ax 
and the head of the great treasurer Enache 
Vacarescu, rolled down on earth. Then started the 
murdering of the children. When the executioner 
raised the ax upon the head of the youngest child 
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of the prince Mateia§, only 16 years old, this was 
frightened by fear; the poor child, seeing so much 
blood from his brothers and from Vacarescu, and 
begged the sultan to forgive him because he will 
make himself a Turkish. Though, his parent, the 
Lord of Whom head fell the last one, confronted 
his son and said to him: “Better it is to die into 
the Christian law, than to make yourself a pagan, 
rejecting Jesus Christ to live some more years on 
earth! 

The little child listened and raising his 
head, said with a heavenly voice to the 
executioner: “I want to die a Christian. Hit!” 

In the end was murdered the Prince 
Brancoveanu. 

Oh my Lord! Oh my Lord! My pen 
trembles when I am writing to You, Your 
Excellency! What I have seen... I am wondering: it 
was possible, for someone who was present, not to 
cry when he saw the head of the young Prince 
Mateia§, a youngish youngster, rolling on the 
floor, next to the head of his father... it seemed to 
be trying to embrace him... 

The executioner, spattered with 
Christian blood, saluted the sultan Ahmed, and 
retired. The sultan, leaving with the German, 
Russian and English plenipotentiaries, seeing me 
in tears, he regrets what he has just done... 


Saint Theophylact of Bulgaria. For mercy 


“If someone doesn't want to work, than, 
not to eat”. You, though, don't stop to do the good 
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to each - other. Do not consider like some not 
working enemies, the not working people, and the 
lazy ones, not instead advice them like brothers, 
to let and to remote themselves of the laziness, 
but do not revile them, neither confront them, 
because you will have mercy (humiliate them) of 
them. This is for being you useful, also spiritually, 
to them, through this way. Because the one who 
advices his brother, don't publish his fall in front 
of the others, but teaching him separately, he 
advices him with brotherly gentleness and love, 
how to leave his sin. Be the Christians upset and 
be their heart to hurt them, not because they give 
their alms to the lazy and the not working ones, 
but because those ones they break the law and to 
cry for them like for some helpless ones and sick 
with their soul. Be listening to these words, the 
ones that don't give alms anymore to them who 
don't work, but revile them and threw stone at 
them. What are you doing, man?... That man it is 
poor for you, namely to heal yourself by the 
wounds of your soul, with the love for people and 
with the alms that you are giving to him, and you 
are banishing him with stones or curses from 
your house? How much callousness, how much 
lack of knowledge takes a deed like this! The Lord 
of peace Himself, to be giving you the peace 
forever and into everything. Because this thing it's 
everything searched for, to have the Christians 
into that way the peace (on their face), not having 
occasion to be offended about any side, neither by 
the word, or by the good thing, because in this 
way, we the Christians, having peace, we will 
straighten the not working ones, easy and 
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effortless: because nothing helps both, us to do 
the ones that we want to finish, and also to 
straighten our brother, but the face and the 
peaceful and untroubled word, so let's us not to 
show that we inquire and confront with enmity 
our brother who mistake. The Lord be with 
everybody. 
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Chapter 3 - The Spiritual Shortcomings of the 
Beginners 


Inclinations towards Haughtiness 

Inclinations towards Spiritual Avarice 

Inclination towards Anger 

Inclination towards Spiritual Greediness 

Inclinations towards Envy and Towards the World 

The Foes of the Spiritual Man: the World, the Body, 

and the devil 

The Good Ones 

The Appeasement 

The Fast 

The Watchfulness 
The Psalmody 
The Prayer 
The Reading 

The Questioning of the Tried Ones 
The Almsgiving 
What God Pursuits 
The Danger's Hour 

The Reckonings of the Wisdom with the Death 
The Traps 

The Mistakes of the Love and the Right Reckoning 
The Merciful Judgment 
A Unseen and Good Comrade 
The Path of the Saint Paul 
About Love 

The Vanity of the Vanities 
The Love is the Path 
The Sign of the Cross 
In the Desert of the Carantany 
From Sinners to Saints 
The Struggle of the Salvation 
Merciful Foe and Sly Friend 
The Unclean Cub 
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About Narrowness and Heresy 

The Battle between Christianity and Atheism 


Inclinations towards Haughtiness 

They rather want to give lessons than to accept 
advices. They condemn those who haven't understood 
the faith as they have, and this feeling, firstly hidden, 
they bring it out with words, and then it seems to you 
to understand the Pharisee, who believes that he 
worships God praising himself with his deeds, and 
despising the publican. This it means to fulfill the will 
of the devil. These all push the soul towards pride and 
haughtiness. These one aren't to any use to the 
beginners, and also can change them into sinners. 
Because they cannot suffer each other anymore, and if 
it is found some competitor to humiliate his neighbor, 
these things please him. They will see the straw from 
the eye of their neighbor, but the beam from their eyes 
they won’t see it; they will sieve the others' mosquito 
and they will swallow their camel. 

They don't like the spiritual guides who don't 
praise them for their deeds, and don't consider the 
good work of those spiritual guides, because this kind 
of disciples they are searching for only to be cherished, 
and praised in all that they do. They try to convince 
others that they have the consummated ghost and the 
true piousness. 

They end even not to confess their sins, to not 
be humiliated, and they are hiding their mistakes to 
make them less heavy. They will shun themselves like 
against the fire, to glorify the others, but they don't 
dislike to the glorified themselves. And sometime, they 
go so far as to ask people to glorify themselves. The 
beginners they escape very rarefy by these 
weaknesses. 
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Inclinations towards Spiritual Avarice 

They lament when they aren't receive the 
comforts that they were expecting from the spiritual 
guide or from the neighbor. 

They search for being swollen with spiritual 
advices and teachings. 

They incline the entire time to reading, and 
they haven't time anymore for working, which it is 
their main duty. 


Inclination towards Anger 

They have permanently a bad mood. 

They do their duty perfunctorily. 

They get upset for all the critics, and they 
become sometimes unbearable. 

They gossip the others. 

They criticize with sourly voice, like only they 
would have the right to the virtue. 


Inclination towards Spiritual Greediness 

They exhaust themselves into canons. 

They indulge in unbridled fasts. 

They escape from before the ones who would 
urge them to the bodily food. 

They haven't got the right reckoning. 

They work against the commandments. 

They wish rather a bodily canon than one of 
judgment. 

They have a lack of obeying to the spiritual 

guide. 

They behave haughtily without right judgment. 
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This type of disciples is encouraged to do so by 
the devil. 

They try to snatch advices from the spiritual 
guides, according to their own will, to justify their 
deeds. 

In case they are rejected, they become sad like 
children do. 

What they do, they are doing only 
perfunctorily, because they are convinced that they 
don't do anything good in front of God, but only when 
they are doing their own will. 

They impart themselves many times, with the 
Holy Mysteries, without the permission of the 
confessor. 


Inclinations towards Envy and Towards the World 

It jumps into his eye the spiritual good of his 

neighbor. 

He suffers when he hears that somebody it is 

praised. 

The virtue of somebody else makes him sad 
and if he has occasions, he will denigrate it, in the 
purpose to scatter as much as possible its merits. 

He wants to be the first one in everything. 


The Foes of the Spiritual Man: the World, the Body, 

and the devil 

These three ones will be certainly encountered 
by the man in the spiritual path. 


73 



THE PfiTH OF THE KINGDOM 


The Good Ones 

They are shown through their humbleness. 
They don't mind by the personal things and 
they don't put but very little value on them. 

Regarding the others, all of them seem to be 

above. 

In everything their humbleness masters. 

As much as they work, lesser they like 
themselves. 

Their vivid desire is to please to God. 
Everything that they work painstakingly, for 
God, seem to be nothing to them. 

They are very happy when they aren't noticed, 
and when they are criticized by others in their works. 
When they are praised by somebody they are veiy 
astonished. 

They don't want anything else but to learn 
what it is useful to themselves. 

The humble one they give teachings to nobody. 


The Appeasement 

The appeasement it is the undivided living, 
protected against any worry of the life, to be in this 
way possible to the man, through remoteness by man 
and by sharing, to run away from noise one from “the 
one who walks around, roaring like a lion, searching 
for who to swallow” through the encounters and 
worries of the life. He must have only one care: how to 
please God ever more and to make his soul not 
condemned in the hour of death, and to find out, with 
all the diligence, the fine and cunning works of the 
devils, and his mistakes which are more than the sand 
of the sea. Knowing these ones, the man is always 
crying, but God comforts him. 
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The Fast 

The fast with measure, or the eating once a 
day (to not get fed). The food must be only one kind, 
from the products that a easy to find, without hassle, 
and which are not lust by the soul. To eat, in each day, 
one course, with restraint. The wine it is useful at old 
age, at helplessness and at cold, but even then, just in 
small quantity. And at the young age, at warm and 
health, the water is better - but also this one in small 
quantity, because the thirst is better than all the 
bodily lusts. 


The Watchfulness 

It is good to use one half of the night for sleep 
and the other half for psalmody and prayer, for sighs 
and tears, that through the fast and watchfulness with 
measure, to be obeyed the healthy body to the soul, 
and the soul to receive manhood and enlightenment - 
to do and to see those that are due. 


The Psalmody 

The bodily prayer through psalms and 
kneeling, to be unwind the body and to be the soul 
humbled, to run away from us our foes, the devils, and 
to get closer to us, our friends, the Angels, and in this 
way to find the man out from where he receives help. 
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The Prayer 

The spiritual prayer made through the mind, 
which shuns against every thought. Staying the mind 
into the ones that were told, and falling to God with 
untold defeats, it only asks that to be done the godlike 
will, in its entire cogitation, not receiving any thought, 
or image, or color, or light, or fire, or above all 
(anything) else, but like one which watches only 
towards God, and speaks only with Him, became 
without shape, without color, without figure. Because 
this is the pure prayer which it is due to be had by 
everyone who works. 


The Reading 

To learn from the godlike scriptures ad from 
the lives of the saints, how to defeat the passions and 
how to gain the virtues. To fill his mind with the words 
of the Holy Ghost, and to forget the impious words and 
thoughts, which he have heard them being outside the 
cell. The one who wants to learn the knowledge of God, 
he must not be only hearing. Because something else 
it is the hearing, than the deed. The spiritual 
knowledge doesn't emerge only from cogitation, but it 
is gifted from God, according the Grace, to them who 
are humble to the soul. Because the one who reads the 
scriptures, maybe he know them in part - no wonder, 
especially if he is working. But one like this one, he 
doesn't have the knowledge of God, but he must listen 
to the words of the ones who have the knowledge of 
God: Prophets, Apostles, and Holy Fathers (Priests). 
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The Questioning of the Tried Ones 

Regarding any word or deed, it is fitted to ask 
the tried ones, lest, from the lack of experience, or 
from the self pleasure, understanding and doing 
something, ones instead of another, to get astray and 
to fall into the self-opinion, imagining himself that he 
knows how it ought, not knowing in fact anything, as 
the Apostle says. The monk must have patience in all 
the ones which are coming over him, of which God 
wants to be allowed to happen to him towards 
learning, towards trying, towards the knowledge of his 
weakness. To not make himself bold, and to not lose 
the hope in any bad or good thing that would happen 
to him. He owes to shun by every dream, by any word 
and by any useless thing, and to cogitate at the name 
of God, more often than he breathes, all the time and 
in every place and work, and to fall down to Him from 
all his soul, gathering his mind from all the things of 
the world, and trying to do only the will of God. Then 
the mind starts to see its mistakes like the sand of the 
sea, and this is the beginning of the enlightenment of 
the soul, and the decade of its health. Then he starts 
to understand the benefactions of God and his own 
mistakes. From then he keeps the commandments into 
knowledge, from the first one to the last one, because 
also God has put them like a ladder, and it is 
impossible to skip over one to reach the next one, and 
so on. God makes the man, through the Grace of the 
One Who has give them, to them who (are running) 
choose to fulfill them. 

Neither any being of creation, animated or 
lifeless, did not disobey the will of God, ever, but only 
he human nature, which enjoying many benefactions, 
angered God unceasingly. 
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The Almsgiving 

It is merciful the one who give alms to his 
neighbor, from the ones that he has received from 
God, being money, or food, of power, or teaching word, 
or prayer, or power to comfort the one that needs it, 
reckoning himself to be debtor. The poor man can live 
without having mercy on him, after his power, but 
himself can't live and be saved. The consummated 
mercy is that Jesus showed to us, Who suffered death 
for us, putting for all of us a example and a way, that 
we also to die for others, not only for friends but also 
for foes, when the time is asking for it. From the fear of 
God, the man passes to the right worshipping. From 
this one, comes the conscience through which it is the 
advice and the right judgment. 


What God Pursuits 

Till the final judgment, the salvation can be 
achieved everywhere; even on battle fields; and it can 
be achieved also in hell; and can be lost everywhere: in 
the monastery, in the gathering of the Saint Apostles, 
and it was lost even in Paradise. The thief, crucified for 
his deeds, he jumped from the cross into Paradise, and 
Lucifer like the lightning has fallen from heavens. The 
blind from birth receives his sight, and he saw God 
and spoke to Him, and the Pharisees of the temple 
were losing it, telling about His that He is sinful and 
have demon. They were asking sign and were trying to 
kill Lazarus, the one who was resurrected after the 
fourth day of his death. The blindness of the evilness, 
staying forever against the Truth, has no cure, but has 
punishment. That why, confronting they anger, He 
said that the publicans and the whores, they will enter 
before the “righteous ones” into the Kingdom of 
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Heavens, and that is joy in heavens for a wicked man 
who turns back to the truth. 

This turning back pursues God to gain it for 
us, but He can't if we don't agree with it. That's why 
He carries us on all sort of paths, and calls us with all 
kind of trumpets, and, if must, He speaks to us even 
with the cannon. 

What God pursues in every ways it is our 
salvation, our turning back at Him and at Home. Even 
if we still remain also into this life. The people, though, 
tied into the lack of knowledge, short minded and 
weak in faith, they pursue the earthly life and all their 
sadness is for their bodies “The Wisdom of Joshua, the 
son of Sirach: 41, 14)”. While this form o life will last, 
the people will be mixed: the ones form the New 
Testament, the sons of the Grace, with the ones from 
the Old Testament, who are kept into order only by the 
fear of law, and the people without any testament, the 
people of lawlessness and of the disorder without any 
cure, which are the sons of the evil one. 

“The one, who loves the good and the beautiful 
things, tends voluntarily towards the Grace of 
Godhood, being guided by the Providence towards the 
reasons of the wisdom. And the one who's not in love 
with these ones, it is draw back from the sin, against 
his will, and this thing is done by the right judgment 
through all kind of punishments. The first one, namely 
the lover of God, in is deified through Providence, and 
the second one, namely the lover of matter, it is 
stopped by Judgment, to reach at the condemnation” 
(Saint Maxim the Confessor, Answers towards 
Thalassius, The Question 53, Philokalia, Sibiu, 1948, 
first printing, third volume, page 252). 

As that, until we don't reach at the same 
opinion with God regarding our life on earth, as well as 
regarding the other one, from the other realm, we wont 
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have rest in our souls, neither health into our bodies, 
neither into the human order. 

We must bend in front of the omniscient 
wisdom of God, Who, into all He does, He pursuits our 
wisdom, even we understand that, or not. When we 
bend our head, and we want also what God wanted, in 
that moment we gain the appeasement of the soul, no 
matter what would be given over our days. Because He 
is the Master of life and death, to Him listens the 
creation and of Him fears the hell, and of His 
command, the devils listen to their Satan. “All the 
inhabitants of the earth are nothing in front of Him; he 
does what he wants with the army of the sky and with 
the inhabitants of the earth, and nobody can stay 
against His wrath, neither to say to Him: What are you 
doing?” (Daniel: 4, 32). 

When He wanted to save Adam and all the 
righteous ones, He lifted them from hell, and He also 
can get out from the claws of the death, everybody who 
He wants. That's why the Fathers told, comforting the 
people: “Sinful like a demon that you would be, don't 
despair of the power of God”, because anybody, being 
in the danger of death, it he will call the name of the 
Lord, he will save his soul, because, in what state will 
find him death, in that state he will be forever. Behold 
why, not knowing our end, we are in debt to be 
ourselves permanently in redemption, to be reckoned 
into it forever and ever. 


The Danger's Hour 

Multitude of people, though, they don't care 
about this calling, no matter how much they will see 
them with their eyes and would pass through them. If 
neither the harshness of such calling, which burn the 
skin of life, people though not turn, the life starts to be 
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in danger, start the sorrow of the death, and the 
trumpets of the fourth calling. We have got our life 
from God: through Him we live, and move, and we are 
(Acts: 17, 28). Namely God is the source, the 
sustainer, and the meaning or the destiny of our life. If 
we are going like this, according to these ones, the life 
is provided by God, but if we don't follow like this, and 
we entangle our life in all iniquities and abominations, 
which diabolize both the soul and the body, and we are 
doing this for a long time, then God, after our mistake, 
He detaches from our life. Though, He doesn't detach 
immediately after our mistake, but He endure for a 
while the straying of the man, of His younger son, 
advising him, and calling him in all ways, till in the 
end. 

And the death we have it from the killer one. 
So, when the people get totally into the will of the 
devils, their life it is in danger, and they put in danger 
also other people. And if they bind themselves, like the 
slaves, by this world, and by the desires of the body, 
the ones who are against the nature, their mind 
weakens, as much as they don't distinguish anymore 
the truth by straying; then God gets away from the 
mind, from the heart, and from their will, and they 
reach at the point into which they don't want to know 
anymore about God, and in this way comes the 
condemnation to death, and the destruction in each 
generation of people. First of all it is the spiritual death 
of the atheism, of the unbelief, and after that it is 
shown also the death from outside of the body, 
according to the worthiness and towards the wisdom 
of many. 

At the beginning people were living longer. 
“And all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred 
sixty and nine years: and he died” (Genesis: 5, 27). 
With the time passing, multiplying people on earth, the 
corruption and the fornication were also multiplied, 
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into this people, because they are only body. And God 
said: “And the Lord said, My spirit shall not always 
strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days 
shall be an hundred and twenty years” (Genesis: 6, 3). 
And after the passing of the time and the 
multiplication of the lawlessness, David says: “The 
days of your life will be seventy years, and for they who 
are stronger eighty years; and what is more than these 
ones, it's nothing more than tiredness and pain” 
(Psalms 89: 10, 11). 

So it was in the olden days. Today, the 
multitude of the diseases and the thickness of the 
wars, they shortened much the life of the people. 

We are not anymore under the kingdom of the 
old law, but into the kingdom of Grace, which was 
gained for us, by our Savior, for our salvation. But if 
the slouch man keeps himself, for the sake of the 
lawlessness, falls from Grace under the law, and in 
this way hangs over him the punishment of sudden 
death, which it is fulfilled through wars and 
misfortunes, exactly how was written in the law: 

“And he that smites his father, or his mother, 
shall be surely put to death.” (Exodus: 21, 15) 

“And he that curses his father, or his mother, 
shall surely be put to death.” (Exodus: 21, 17) 

“And the man that will do presumptuously, 
and will not hearken unto the priest that stands to 
minister there before the Lord thy God, or unto the 
judge, even that man shall die” (Deuteronomy: 17, 12) 
“Ye shall keep the Sabbath therefore; for it is 
holy unto you: every one that defileth it shall surely be 
put to death: for whosoever doeth any work therein, 
that soul shall be cut off from among his people” 
(Exodus: 31, 14) 

“You shall not suffer a witch to live.” (Exodus: 

“Whosoever lies with a beast shall surely be 
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put to death (Exodus: 22, 19) 

“Ye shall not afflict any widow, or fatherless 
child. //If thou afflict them in any wise, and they cry 
at all unto me, I will surely hear their cry; / / And my 
wrath shall wax hot, and I will kill you with the sword; 
and your wives shall be widows, and your children 
fatherless.” (Exodus, 22: 22-24) 

If somebody will kill his neighbor with 
deceiving, and wittingly, shall be put to death. 

“Whosoever does any work in the Sabbath day, 
he shall surely be put to death” (Exodus: 31, 15) 

“For all they that take the sword shall perish 
with the sword” (Matthew: 26, 52) 

The ones who impart themselves worthless, 
stealing the Holy Eucharist, they also are found guilty 
to death. About these ones, the Apostle Paul says: 
“many are weak and sickly among you, and many 
sleep”. (I Corinthians: 11, 30) 

But all the people who are doing something 
like these ones without to repent themselves, they will 
die into their lawlessness, by sudden deaths. Because: 
“The fire and the hail, the famine and the death, the 
teeth of the beasts and the sneaks and the sword of 
victory, all of these are made towards punishment, to 
destroy the unfaithful ones”. 

The first one who stole the Holy Eucharist was 
Judas the Iscariot, the son of perdition, who hanged 
himself and who fell from the gallows and broke his 
head, and burst asunder in the midst, and all his 
bowels gushed out, taking in this way the payment of 
his lawlessness (Acts: 1, 18). 

Behold what things we must cast away from 
us and from amongst us, because these bring the hour 
of the danger of death and the sword hangs unseen 
upon the life. And if instead of straightening, for which 
God gives to us some time for trouble, we though, are 
minded stubbornness against God, it happens that, 
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fulfilling the measure of the lawlessness, the sword 
falls down and sticks into the mindless head. 


The Reckonings of the Wisdom with the Death 

When people don't respond anymore to the 
calling of the love of God, they encounter the 
harshness of His justice, when, for the punishment of 
the evilness, He allows the wars. Then, the life of 
anybody it is in danger, both of them from home, and 
of them from the fronts. 

Let's search between the allowed edges, this 
cause of the wars, which washes many by their 
lawlessness in streams of tears. We are taking, like a 
helpful thought, to obtain the answer, the will of God, 
Who pursuits that all the people to be saved and they 
to come at the knowledge of the truth. That's why, the 
merciful God into justices, on the careless ones or 
opponents - but still decent - only with the help of the 
danger He melts them, to wish also themselves what 
God wants, namely the salvation, the only truly 
necessary thing. The second helpful thought it is the 
receiving from before, like being good, of all God orders 
and does. And the third one it is that in unwillingly 
suffering the devout fathers; it is the same with the 
sufferings of the wars, much more are saved on the 
fronts than it they would be at home. 

Usually, people are thinking that into wars, 
there die the bad ones, and escape the good ones. It is 
so, and it isn't, because only God know and keeps the 
reckoning of everybody. One of the saints says: “The 
goats I am; and the sheep God know them”. And then, 
only God knows - and as he knows, so he does - if for 
somebody is is more useful the life, or it is more useful 
for him to be moved from this life. Then God, in his 
almightiness, uses also the bad ones, the unbelievers, 
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the ones without any God, or even the devils, to bring 
through them the salvation, to which He wants, by all 
means, to be saved, and who are to be saved. 

Such as, somebody loaded with sins, being 
advised by his three “friends” of him, he get into an 
even bigger trouble. The troubles melt a little more his 
body, thins his mind, and so he finds God like the only 
one deliverance of him from dangers. Now he prays to 
Him from the first time, and maybe like never. So, with 
the occasion of the death's sniffing around his life, 
God into His omniscience, seeing him that he headed 
on the good path for the rest of days of his life, which 
he would have to be lived - if he would be wise - in an 
unseen way He deliver him from certain death. But, if 
instead He knows him that later he would have an 
even better repentance, will allowed him through more 
dangers, and harder ones, delivering him from each of 
them - because the troubles wash the stains of the 
sins from our unseen garment, and latter get him out 
from the melting pot of the sufferings, either toward 
the life without body, or turning him back to the 
earthly life, as a wise man. 

But, the ones who don't have steadiness into 
god, and they would turn back again to evil deeds, 
forgetting the promise that he have made, he gets 
some ones from their empty life, when, according to 
God's knowledge, they have reached at their best 
repentance of their life, to be protected forever, without 
ending. These ones are more gained regarding their 
salvation, because God receives them after a little 
repentance. 

The ones who are passed through sufferings, 
they have gained strengthening and steadfastness 
towards good, and through them God know that he 
will gain the salvation of the other ones also, these one 
He deliver them and brings them home again. But is 
they indulge in corruption and to pile up sins, He calls 
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them again at school. And so does, with how many are 
needed, and as much times as needed. 

With the bad one, without turning back after 
the God's knowledge, among other unknown 
mysteries, has also this two reckonings: either He 
destroy them quickly, and in a sudden way, not to 
multiply them evil deeds, and to be so easier punished; 
or that through their evilness He wants to reward, to 
expiate, to turn back, or to save some ones from home, 
more dilatory at repentance or obstinate to the advice 
and the prayer of the good ones. 

And on the third kind of people, on the good 
ones, through the grace of God, he gets them out from 
the earthly life, either knowing them would fall latter - 
stretching their hands towards lawlessness - or, being 
pleasant to God, He put them at trial, and He has 
found them worthy to Himself, like it is written: 

1. The souls of the righteous ones are in the 
God's hand, and they won't be touched by labor; 

2. It seemed into the eyes of the ones to whom 
the understanding is missing, that the righteous ones 
are dead for ever, and their getting out from the world 
it is a great punishment; 

3. And their leaving from us means shattering 
- but in fact they are living in peace; 

4. Even in front of people they endured labors, 
they hope it if full of immortality; 

5. And being punished just a little, they will 
receive a great reward, because God has tried them 
and has found them worthy to Himself; 

6. Like the gold into the melting pot, like that 
He cleared them, and like a burnt offering has received 
them; 

7. They will be shining in the day of the 
rewarding... 

Behold, if there are some ones who are bad 
and don't happen nothing to them from the trouble of 
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the people, must be that God has left them and lets 
them to consummate themselves into evil deeds, to get 
the eternal punishment - like it was told about Saul. 

A mystery of God it is also this one: doesn't 
punish all the evilness of everybody here and 
immediately; like also He doesn't glorify the goodness 
of everybody, here and immediately. Because if He 
would do that, the people would also do the good by 
fear; the salvation would be forced, and not a deed of 
love and freedom. Then, if He would punish the every 
evilness, then God would be a fearful one, a helpless at 
a human scale, or at most at an angelic scale, and 
would give us to understand that he fears the evil and 
defends His mastering - like people do. But just 
through the fact that He allows to the evil ones to 
make their will, and let the people not scarred by the 
sudden punishment, he proves to us His almightiness, 
under the care of which, through the virtue of the 
faith, we are also with peace, receiving the palms and 
the spits of the evil, in front of the God's almightiness, 
Who strengthens us with His peace. 

Because He doesn't punish the evilness 
immediately, he puts strong temptation in front of it, 
to reach the consummation, and to go towards a 
certain punishment in the judgment's day. And if, 
though, He punishes suddenly the lawlessness, he 
makes it to put some bridle to the evilness of the 
people, and especially not to fall down the beginners 
from the faith, and not to be lost from among people 
the conscience of the rewarding according to their 
deeds. 

So, either he rewards, or doesn't reward, either 
the good or the bad, only one thing it is sure: that it 
comes a certain and eternal reward, and the good 
triumphs over evilness. Then, through the patience of 
many unknown by people, His almightiness and His 
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justice always break the hell's gates , with the power 
of the unseen and seen church. 

No matter how usual would seem to us, but 
this truth remains: “That God has sent us into this 
world, to learn to reject this world and to search the 
true one.” 

For the lovers of God there isn't pain, or 
danger - besides the sin- and there isn't death; they 
must be congratulated and followed with the same 
rejection of the self and of the worldly life, whenever 
the time would ask it to us. 

So, they aren't for be mourned, but only the 
faithless ones, who have perished into the lack of faith, 
like some strayed ones, and averse to God. But it is 
good to know that the life into dangers has removed 
many people from the arms of the death and moved 
them into the Kingdom of Life. Amen. 


The Traps 

Some people cut their mind into scriptures. 
With the time passing, Satan has become more skillful 
in deceiving. Who he can turn him against God, he 
does it grinning gladly; but on who loves God, but 
travels without advice and questioning, he teaches him 
also to love God, because this is good, and praise him 
that he does very well, without to understand one like 
this one, that he has fallen to foreign praising, and 
that into his faith there is entangled a thin thread of 
enemy power. 

The cunning one take heed at what God does, 
and he does the same thing. Does God sending 
servant, he is sending to; does God sending visions, he 
shows himself also; does God preaching the love of 
people without difference and margins, he preaches it 
to. In one word: he forges everything that God does, 
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and he impedes the people, into the ravine, with the 
multitude of his deceiving. He became of an unheard 
boldness, than even he even forges the godlike light, 
not in the meaning that he would approach himself to 
cripple crook the true light, because it would make 
him ashes, and he can't stay into it, but into the sense 
that he hallucinates also a false light, with which he 
deceives who he can, and who he sees that he 
searches with boldness after godlike gifts, before the 
achievement of the steadfast humbleness. 

That's why it is good to clarify according to our 
power, also this murderer craftsmanship of the 
hallucinations, because from some time onwards, 
many emerge and lots of disturbance are they making 
into the world. 

The sly one has two sorts of baits, according to 
the love of the man, which inclines either towards 
destruction, or towards salvation. There it exist also a 
“temptation of the salvation” into which many deceived 
ones have fallen, saying that they are saved, while in 
fact, they don't do the running, and neither fought 
according to the law. It exist also the temptation of the 
holiness, or of having a mission and being sent from 
God, but also the temptation of the martyrdom. Into all 
these temptations are falling down the ones who are 
avoiding the tiredness, the narrow minds, who are 
saying that they have nothing more to do, then to 
believe and to reckon themselves that they already 
have reached the holiness, the mission, the martyrdom 
and all the other hallucinations of the deceived mind. 
They have also an endeavor, namely the one to reach 
at the supernatural gifts, untimely and tempting God. 

So there's no wonder that he gives them into 
the slavery of the mind deceiving one, to be tormented. 

Some people with more ardent minds, because 
of their nature or because some illnesses, not having 
the experience of the right reckoning, they whimper 
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into their heart after gifts above the nature, being 
pushed not by a virtue, but by the self-love. Having 
these ones the mindless love, of which they want to 
honor it with supernatural gifts, god allows to the evil 
spirit to torment consummately deceive that man, like 
some who dare to get closer to God, unclean at their 
heart. That's why, for boldness, he gives them on the 
hand of the cunning one, to be destroyed. So, when 
such a punishment hangs by God, over someone, 
Satan shows himself to him taking falsely the face of 
Christ, and talking to him with a great gentleness, 
throws to him a praise with which he gains him 
suddenly and maybe forever, like one who, on the 
narrow path and which lead to the Kingdom with 
torments, is searching for “spiritual pleasures”. Behold 
him with the bait on his neck. From now one, after 
some school of straying, when his confidence will be 
perfectly gained and strengthen, through matching of 
foretold signs, se become haughty and confident into 
his “christ”, then even killing of man it is capable to 
do, founding himself on the Scripture. 

Behold how the calf of devil of self-love, 
becoming mature and being helped through 
hallucinations by his father, namely the father of the 
lie, crooks the mind of the poor man, then the sin it 
seems to him a virtue. And moreover, killing the one 
who do not believe into him will seem to him that he is 
doing a service to God. 

When you are talking to one of these ones, you 
are amazed by his conviction and his surety, and 
sometimes also the connection with judgment of his 
words, and you can't realize immediately that you are 
talking to someone deceived and jumped out from his 
mind. That is until you don't find the first breach of 
his mind, from which then, all the crafts of the foe give 
their true colors. You must catch the bait that he has 
swallowed, and which, most often, it is the fallen to 
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self-praising, with which the father of the lie has lured 
the child of the self-love, which he hatched with so 
much zeal the deceived one to the mind. 

A witness from Scripture will elucidate to us 
these things even better. It was in the time of the false 
prophets, from the days of Elijah and of king Ahava. 
The prophet Elijah heralded to the king the rebuke 
from God, the troubles and the death which will reach 
him in the days of his descendants. (1 Kings in KJB / 
3 Kings in ROB 9 ) 

The ghost that came out and stood in front of 
the Lord, and made itself false ghost into the mouth of 
the prophets, to whom God said: “Go and do as you 
have said”, it is the same which asked from God to 
rebuke Job (Job: 1). 

With the permission of God, people are sieved 
by Satan, and he pick up all the ones who are passing 
this world in search for the pleasures, even being them 
spiritual, just to catch them, because they don't 
perfectly rejected the self-love, and of every filth of the 
life, after so much preaching of the Church. Because 
this passion makes the man to fall down, his y the 
arrows of the praising, and to awake himself with the 
mind deceived, and jumped from the reckoning of the 
humbleness. 

So behold that, on the ones who hadn't the 
purity of the life, the toddlers from the court of the 
king Ahava, He gave them to the consummated 
deceiving of the king of the lie, and their advice was a 


9 T. n.: When the quotations are taken from places which differ in 
Romanian Orthodox Bible and in King James Bible (Some of the books 
are entitled different, put in different order, and also in KJB aren't 
introduces fourteen books) they will be presented in the order and manner 
from above, to facilitate de access at them for the English reader. In the 
annex to this book, the reader can find a Comparison between the texts of 
the Romanian Orthodox Bible and King James Bible. 
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lie and temptation to the king who was lover of 
vain- glory, temptation into which had to fall also the 
king, their listener, for his own sins. 

Because also the deceived ones, who slapped 
the real prophet of God, likewise also the false 
prophets from our days, are of a unseen boldness, and 
they slap the humbleness, declaring themselves 
something great: “Elijah”, “John”, “Christ”, “The Son of 
the Man”, “The Right Judge”, and so on. They pretend 
obeying from people because God has set them to 
say... things that make your ears ringing and your 
heart freezes. 

Behold the signs which show us that they are 
no longer sane: 

1. They consider themselves like somebody 
important, like all the heretics done, who were cursed 
by the church through the saint synods; 

2. They fall down when they are praised, 
having a false humbleness; 

3. They consider themselves above the 
Scripture (one of them eve told me that), above the 
Church and above the saints; 

4. They are dying to be obeyed and believed by 

people; 

5. They are boiling with wrath when they 
aren't taken seriously; 

6. They have often “spiritual talking” with the 
“ghost” which carries and teaches them; 

7. They don't want, neither accept, to control 
through priests, the ones heard from their “ghost”; 

8. Some of them, despite of these, they show a 
unusual awe: confessing Christ, confessing the Mother 
of the Lord, making themselves the Holy Cross upon 
them, kissing icons, taking even the Holy Eucharist 
and swearing that they are God's people, but they are 
deceived; 
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9. They play of the prophets, and scatter fear 
amongst people. Many prophesies of them are fulfilled, 
but also many are not. This hangs on the power of 
foreseeing of the “ghost”, which tells them what he 
tells, like one which hasn't the envelope of the body, 
and that's why he catches, shortly before, what God's 
brings closer to the people. But this isn't prophecy at 
all. 

10. In the name of their God, they are capable 
to kill a man, founding themselves of the Scripture, 
that even Abraham was capable of such obedience. 
And Phinehas he has even done this thing, and it was 
considered to him zeal towards God (Numbers: 25, 7- 
13). With the cheating of the obedience towards the 
homicide, the enemy has tried many, in all times, even 
the hermits (the more strongly the worldly people). 
They are terrorists of the simple souls. 

11. They jump from a thing to another and 
they connect things without any connection. The 
interpret wrongly, they crook the truth and preach 
from Scriptures, more themselves than God, walking 
hurry towards the last scattering and jumping of the 
mind; 

12. Close to them you feel disturbance and 
danger, because many of them passed by the, or they 
ought to go there. On their face there isn't any 
gentleness. We don't judge them but we shun by them, 
and we teach also other to shun themselves, and we 
get afraid of how dreadful they have cut their mind 
into Scriptures. (2 Peter: 1, 20). 

Though, as much as it is possible, let's us try 
to understand them, clarifying the truth of the things 
and the crafts of the cunning one. 

It is known that, doing the man the thoughts 
and the will of the evil one, this one enters into the 
man. Or better saying: being us loving the evil ones, 
through the thread of this love the evil one enters into 
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the citadel; namely through the ones from the left side. 
When he sees that he can't delude the man through 
the ones from the left side, he jumps at the right side, 
trying to delude the men there, to be believed by that 
man. He thrown a praise, for the multitude of the 
faith, and urge him that without measure and without 
query, to compel himself into these ones. One it is 
weakened to prayer by him, in the attempt to sneak 
into him the self-appreciation; like that he is awakened 
by angels to prayer. Or, if the one aimed to be deceived 
it is not so virtuous, it is urged to smoke, to drink, 
because the thoughts are telling to him that he needs 
power, and that's not a sin. One of them was pricked 
with arrows, by showing to him in the Christ face, and 
telling to him: “You you the son is still raising!” Then 
twenty five years he taught him to reach at the believe 
that he is the Son of the Man from the Scripture, and 
the Righteous Judge, who will separate the sheep from 
oats and will establish the Kingdom of God on the 
earth, and that into his days there will be the end and 
judgment, which will be made through him. That's 
why the father said that always the extremes are from 
the devil. 

So, to understand better this thin thing, and 
the general meaning for these written ones, we uses 
the icon of the three loves, of the three disciples: Peter, 
Judas and John. Amen. 


The Mistakes of the Love and the Right Reckoning 

These disciples of God, enumerated above, 
due to their ardent love, each of them has done a 
mistake during their apprenticing. Two of them 
straightened, and one of them fell. So, in a travel, 
when the people from a city, they don't want to receive 
them, Jacob and John said: “Let's pray to descend fire 
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from heaven over them to burn them (Luke: 9, 54). The 
honor and the price that the Lord had had into their 
heart, as their zeal and their wrath, they haven't had 
them yet into balance and with right reckoning, and 
this way they had made a mistake. The Savior brought 
them to gentleness and to right reckoning, by teaching 
them: “You don't know what spirit speaks through 
yourselves these ones” (Luke: 9, 55). 

Peter, after the wonderful confession of faith: 
“Thou are the Christ, the Son of the living God”, and 
after the praise of the Savior - which was told in that 
manner for shielding him by the danger of the praising 
and of the self-opinion - when Jesus started to tell the 
apostles about His passion and about His crucifixion, 
Peter, into his love, he could not suffer a reckoning like 
that one. Then, as one whom hadn't the knowledge of 
the mysteries of God, which to hold the scales right, 
with the power of the ardent love, he receives from God 
this slapping: “Behind me! Satan! You are hindrance to 
me!” 10 (Matthew: 16, 23). Of course, Peter wasn't a 
Satan, but a thought of the Satan has entered into 
him, and has expressed through the mouth of Peter - 
because there was a breach, a bewilderment amongst 
his powers of the soul: knowledge, love, and anger. 
And it is seen that he doesn't got hilled through that 
atonement. Being older, and much harder to be 
healed, his love doesn't has been resettled yet, like the 
John's: whole for the Savior, but he has being kept 
something for himself. 

Judas, he wanted that the Savior to love 
what he was, himself, loving, namely to found a 
worldly kingdom of the Heavens, and Jesus to make 
Himself Emperor, and also to make him great advisor 


10 “But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art 
an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but 
those that be of men.” (KJB, Matthew: 16, 23). 
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of the silvers, because he was utterly humiliated to be 
sent barefooted, without bag and rod, and to preach a 
kingdom that would be unseen by his earthly eyes, 
and for which, he has not been having but a rag, of a 
empty purse. 

Being made in this way, it seemed to be of a 
thought with all his people. That's why, even the 
Savior love him and endowed him with gifts like He did 
to all the others, though Judas remained without cure, 
loving a “God of the present century”, and to Jesus, 
Who did not correspond to his earthly love, he sold 
Him for thirty silvers, a earning that he could make, 
for a three years of service... 


The Merciful Judgment 

Usually, people do not turn to God, but only 
when they find themselves into dangers, namely when 
the godlike justice catches them from behind, and they 
must pay for what they have done. It isn't bad to turn 
to God neither even then, into the eleventh hour, but 
would be much better to come voluntarily, to your own 
eternal reasons, and not pulled by your sleeve of hit 
with the pole from behind. If we would be more 
sensitive, we would see that God, the most merciful, 
invites us with love even from the morning of the life, 
to the holy mystery of the repentance, not to reach, at 
the evening of the life, so hardened into evil. The 
mystery of the confession it is the mild judgment that 
God make with us, the sinner ones, when we go, 
voluntarily, to confess our sins. 

Great it is the mystery of the repentance, not 
only because makes you god from evil, from an enemy 
of God, a friend of Him, but also because such a great 
thing it is covered with a humble manner. The 
boundless Mercy of the Father, to escape His sons 
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from the harsh judgment of the judgment according to 
the deeds, He sends to them, descending from 
heavens, His Son, The Only One Born, to make them a 
merciful and without any frightening judgment, and to 
reconcile them again with Himself. 

Maybe, just because it is so humble this 
judgment, they can't come to its saving charity, almost 
by nobody of the ones who have their mind full of 
“science’, and also smoked by pride. How would be 
possible for they to com, they who are knowing 
anything, for them who are mastering over people, to 
come in their knees in front of a priest, and to confess 
their lawlessness and their sins?! No, this one can't be 
done by the pride, to come voluntarily, to the 
humbleness. That's why, they are finding the 
harshness of the justice, which boils them into their 
own juice, until their bones of the pride are melted. 

The mystery of the repentance it is the 
second baptism, the baptism of the tears. There are 
three baptisms which clean us from all the sins: the 
first one, through which we enter into the Christian 
gathering: this is the baptism of water and ghost, or 
the second birth, when we are endowed with the gifts 
of the Holy Ghost, according to the foreseeing 
omniscience of God. This one does not been repeated. 
The second baptism it is, however, the baptism of the 
tears and repentance, which we can do it, and which 
must be made, whenever our conscience it is loaded 
with sins against God, towards people and toward 
ourselves. And the third one it is the baptism of blood, 
which, if it happens to come unsearched amidst us, 
also cleans all our sins, especially if it has come from 
the undeterred confession of God, the One into Trinity 
Worshipped, and of His Saint Church. This it is a gift, 
which is gave by God, whom and to whom, from time 
to time, especially into the time of persecution, of the 
right worshipper belief. This one it's also unrepeated, 

97 



THE PfiTH OF THE KINGDOM 


and doesn't hang by us in what concerns its arrival, 
but only in what concerns its receiving. 

The Saint Cyril teaches us: “If somebody doesn't 
receives the baptism, he doesn't save himself, except 
the martyrs, who receive the Kingdom without water. 
The Savior, when he did save the world on the cross, 
and when he got His rib poked, he sprung blood and 
water, to be baptized with water, the ones who are 
baptized in the tie of the persecutions. The Savior calls 
baptism the martyrdom, when He says: “can ye drink 
of the cup that I drink of? and be baptized with the 
baptism that I am baptized with?” (Mark: 10, 38). 

It is surprising that, for earthly reasons, 
there are found thousands and millions of people, who 
are marching singing to death, but for the Kingdom of 
Heavens there are find only a few, to be at peace and 
joyful of their death... 

For this, the eyes must be washed better, to 
see further of the stage of the perishable stage of this 
life, like were once the saints confessors of God, happy 
to pass through the gates of the hell, and through the 
edge of the sword, to the Emperor of the souls, our 
Savior. 


A Unseen and Good Comrade 

All the people, without any difference, we are 
in the same time both sons of the men and sons of 
God (John: 1, 12-13), namely that after the body we 
are earthly beings, but after the ghost we are heavenly 
beings, who are temporary dwelling in earthly tents. 
We emerge from God, and then spend some time on 
earth, and then we go again to God, and we reach 
again at home! Blessed is who returns back 
voluntarily. 

Some people, though, are not coming back 
anymore... Are the ones who listen to an enemy spell, 
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which removed them from the path and with mortal 
lusts, it entangles them into the world. That spell, of 
the sin, weakens in time their mind, and turns it in 
such a way, than they call the good bad and the bad 
good. From sons of God they make themselves foes of 
God. Their time is over, their mind quenches, and like 
so are caught by night (John: 9, 4) - the death - 
strayed from God and unturned back at Home. 

Here is the entire drama of the man fell 
amongst thieves, when he was descending from 
Jerusalem at Jericho, namely of Adam with all his 
descendants, leaving the Paradise for this world. 

But then has descended from heavens the 
Merciful Samaritan. He is the One who made us to 
ought to know: what are we, what our parents are, 
where are we coming from, what's with us around 
here, into this world with cunning dangers, how to 
behave ourselves, who calls us at Home, and who set 
us baits? - Because from the rudder of the mind hangs 
where we start to go and where we reach at the end. 

The path of the Salvation it is just the path 
on which walked God Himself, like a true Man, making 
himself example to us in everything and giving us 
boldness. On the path of the salvation, though, there 
are walking two types of travelers, because from 
then... an unseen and good Comrade walks with each 
of us, in every day, with every string of people, to the 
end of the century (Matthew: 28, 20)... 


The Path of the Saint Paul 

Reached at this point of the speech, it is good to clarify 
some more things, from which the first one it is the 
straightening of the wrong opinion which some people 
have about the “gift salvation”, which was gained by 
Christ for us. From these words it is not resulting that 
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we ought only to “believe” that we are saved, and with 
this we have done all hangs by us. Behold like Saint 
Paul has understood God and how he has followed His 
path, according to the words of Saint Maxim: “Paul 
was fighting like this against the devils, which are 
working into the body the pleasures, casting them 
away through the helplessness of the body. He, Paul, 
shows us also with the deeds the way of the victory 
over the enemy, which fights to bring the believer at 
the door, insisting against them (against the Apostles) 
the carelessness people, that, being tempted through 
them, to make them to trespass the commandment of 
love. But says the Saint Paul: “And labour, working 
with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being 
persecuted, we suffer it: / / Being defamed, we intreat: 
we are made as the filth of the world, and are the 
offscouring of all things unto this day” (I Corinthians: 
4, 12-13). The devils plot the persecutions and his 
blasphemy and his persecution, to move him to hate 
the one who is reviles him, and persecutes him. he has 
as purpose to make him to trespass the 
commandment of love. And the Apostle, knowing their 
thoughts, he blessed the ones who were reviling him, 
suffered the ones who were persecuted him, and 
comforted the one who were blaspheming him, to cast 
away from there the devils which were working this, 
and to unite himself with God. So, the enemies which 
were working this were impeded through this way of 
the fight, always overcoming the evilness through the 
good, according to the resemblance of the Savior. In 
this way Paul liberated a multitude of people from 
under the mastering of the cunning ones, and united 
them with God, he himself and the other Apostles, 
defeating, through their own restraints, the ones which 
hoped to defeat them. If you also, my brother, will 
pursuit this goal, you'll be able to love the ones who 
hate you, but if not, it is impossible. The gift of love it 
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is gained, even being a gift, with a great struggle. 

The example of the Savior it occasioned to 
Saint Paul lots and deep meditations. Behold this time, 
a sinful man, like us in every aspect, hopping towards 
the target, without being told before, “the faith I've 
kept... now I'm waiting the crown” - the consummated 
union with Christ. So, we haven't anymore any motif 
to say, excusing our laziness, that Jesus was God, so 
in this way he overcame the enemy powers and the 
stubbornness of the nature. 


About Love 

Do not wish to be esteemed, and loved by 
people, because these are ought to God and He Hasn't 
any resemblance. Do not wish to give the first place 
into your heart to somebody, because this one it is 
ought to be worshipping God. Neither somebody to 
comprise this place, into your heart, but only Christ 
comprises it, into yourself and into all the good man. 

In the time of temptation, do not leave your 
monastery, but suffer with valor the waves of the 
thoughts, and especially of the despair and laziness. 
Because in this way, being searched with good reason 
through troubles, you'll find an even stronger hope 
into God. And it you'll leave it, you'll find yourself 
unproved, deprived by manhood and flickering. 

If you want not of fall from the love of God, 
do not let your brother to go to sleep being sad against 
you, neither you to go to sleep disgusted against him, 
but “go and reconcile with your brother”, and coming, 
bring to Christ, pure conscience through persistent 
prayer, the gift of love. 

Do not give your ear to the tongue which 
defames, neither your tongue to the lover of 
defamation, listening of saying with pleasure the evil 
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ones against the neighbor, to not fall from the godlike 
love and to find yourself strayed from the eternal life. 

Do not accept the gossip against your 
spiritual father; neither to encourage the one who 
defames him, not to upset God for your deeds, and to 
send you eradicate you from the land of the living 
ones. 

Close the mouth of the one who gossips next 
to your ears, to not do a twofold sin together with that 
one: accustoming yourself with that murderer passion, 
and that one not being stopped to tattle against his 
neighbor. 

Do not hit ever someone from the brothers, 
especially without any reason and without judgment, 
lest he not bearing the offence, to leave and to not get 
ever rid of the remorse of the conscience, remembering 
forever that sadness in the time of the prayer, and 
kidnapping your mind from the godlike boldness. 

Do not suffer suspicions, or even people who 
bring to you offenses against each - other. Because the 
one who receive the offences in any way, towards the 
ones which are happening willingly and unwillingly, 
they don't know the way of the peace, which lead 
through love at the knowledge of God, the ones who 
love it. 

He still doesn't have the one who leads 
himself according to the opinions of the people. 

For example, loving one and hate the other 
one, for this or for that reason; or for the same ones at 
one time loving them, and after that hate them, for the 
same reasons. 

People love each - other, either in a way 
worthy of praise, or in a way worthy of reproach, for 
five reasons: or for God, like the virtuous one loves, 
both the virtuous ones and the not virtuous ones; or 
for nature, like the parents love their children and the 
children love their parents; or for the vain glory, as the 
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worshipped man loves the man who worships him; or 
for pleasure, like the ones who serves his stomach, 
and all the one from under the stomach. The first kind 
of love it is worthy to be praised, the second one it is in 
the middle, and the other ones are passionate. 

If you hate some ones, and the other ones 
you neither love nor hate them, and other ones you 
also love them, but with measure, and at last, you love 
some of the people real hard, from this inequality 
know that you are far away from the perfect love, 
which demands to love each people equally. 

Love makes us to love God above all the 
things, and this isn't possible to be done but through 
the rejection of the self, and of everything. Everyone of 
you, if rejects everything that he has, cannot be nut a 
disciple of Me. “Behold now what is good, or what it's 
beautiful, but only to dwell the brother together”, 
because into this one has promised the Lord the 
afterlife. 


The Vanity of the Vanities 

Even you know by heart the entire Bible, 
and the facts of the Apostles, what's to any good for 
you, if you don't have the love of God and His Grace. 
All these are emptiness, except to love God and to 
service only to Him. The wisdom from above it is to 
hope at the Kingdom of Heavens, and to despise the 
world. 

The emptiness it is so, to search for the 
perishable wealth, and to have confidence into them; 
emptiness it is to hope at glory and to be raised at high 
worldly places; emptiness it is to lead yourself 
according to the lusts of the body - and to lust these 
things which in a day, they will bring you heavy 
punishment; emptiness it is to wish a long life - and 
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not to think about to live properly; emptiness it is to 
think only to the life from now, without cogitate to the 
one who comes after; emptiness it is to stick yourself 
to what passes so rapidly - and to not hurry yourself 
towards the endless joy. 

Even if I had the entire science of the world, 
If I hadn't love, would be useless in front of God, Who 
will judge me according to my deeds. 


The Love is the Path 

The averse tried the Lord through these 
three: through the helplessness of the body, through 
the vain glory, and through the temptation of God. All 
of these have hid into them the bite of the pleasure, or 
the pin of the sin, but into different ways. All together 
compose the first face of the adverse one, or, according 
to Saint Maxim the Confessor, the temptation through 
pleasure. The entire war of the adverse one was this: to 
make our Lord to trespass the love for God, like His 
Father. Because the enemy knew that the earthly 
pleasure, for the one who searches for it, has the 
devilish power to detach the man from the love of God, 
and to turn this love towards any other thing but from 
outside God. Consequently, if we have our heart glued 
at any other something from earth, the master of this 
world, still keeps us tied into his earthly kingdom, 
since our love did not burnt even that things away. 

After the Lord beaten the devil in the 
wilderness of Carantany, he came to beat him also 
amongst people. Satan did raise up the powerful 
people from that time, the cunning ones of the 
century, the scholars and the Pharisees of the old 
world, his tools, weak people but with a great power, 
that just - just, Jesus will curse them or will hate 
them, and in this way He will wrong at least against 
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the second commandment, the commandment of the 
love of people. This one it is, like Saint Maxim says, 
the second temptation, through pain, which it is 
aroused by the adverse one, with the mission to feud 
Jesus with the people, and people among themselves. 
Behold the words of the Saint Maxim the Confessor, 
about this so told the second kind of temptation, 
which the Savior has it to defeat: 

“After so, through the victory over the first 
temptation, the one through pleasure, he hindered the 
plan of the evil Powers, Chieftains, and Masteries, the 
Lord allowed them to put in opera the second attack, 
namely to come also the last trying that left to them, 
the temptation through pain.” 

Let's see the plot of the adverse one and, 
let's see his method, and also the method of God, 
according to the words of Saint Maxim the Confessor: 

“Not being the adverse able to make the Lord 
to transgress the commandment, through the ones 
that he promised to Him into wilderness, he strived, 
after the Lord came into the world, with the help of the 
lawless Pharisees and Sadducees, to make him 
transgress the commandment of the love of people. 
Satan (which it means averse), urged the Pharisees 
and the Sadducees to some crafts against Jesus, that 
not suffering the trying anymore, how he believed, to 
be brought to hate the ones who were setting traps to 
Him, and in this way to transgress the commandment 
of the love of people. But the Lord, like a God, knowing 
the thoughts of the adverse one, ha didn't hate the 
Pharisee who were put to work by the adverse one 
(because how would has He done this, being good by 
nature), but, through the love for them, He smote the 
one who was working through them, and He didn't 
stop to advice the ones who were carried away by the 
averse one. The Lord, cursed by them, he behaved with 
longsuffering, It is true that, the savior, rebuked them 
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and quarreled the like no other one, but he didn't hate 
them neither for an instant, because He rebuked the 
devil from inside them, and He humiliated him 
showing him plainly, truly burning him, and He taught 
the people and loved them. He suffered with 
compassion and showed them all the deeds of the love, 
he taught them the ways of the life, and illustrated 
through deeds the way of the heavenly living; He 
heralded the resurrection of the dead, and promised 
the eternal life and the Kingdom of Heavens for the 
ones who believe; and to the unbelievers (atheists) He 
heralded the dreadful eternal punishments. And the 
ones who were working through the atheists, He smote 
them with the love of the people; loving all the people 
even they were carried by the adverse one. 

Oh, wonderful war! Instead of hate, Jesus 
shows the love, and defeats the father of the evilness 
through goodness. To this purpose, suffering so much 
evil things from them - truly speaking: for them - He 
endeavored to the death, in a human way, for the 
commandment of the love, and achieving the full 
victory against the devil, He received the crown of the 
resurrection for us. In this way the new Adam, 
renewed the old one”. 

The living of these commandments burns 
the devil so dreadfully, then this one arouse the power 
of the hell, and with these ones arouse the people of 
this world, who are conquered by him, and lead them 
against Jesus and against any other disciple of Him. 
And through law, through the master of this world, 
through the servants of the temple: Ana and Caiaphas, 
through Judas the traitor, the devil cannot endured 
Him anymore to steal his kingdom, and asks for Him 
unfair crucifixion, together with the thieves. 

When the unseen war between love and hate 
reached this point, Jesus defeats again the devil - still 
like a man, do not forget this - through the 
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helplessness of the body and through the despise of it, 
namely through the consummated rejection of the self, 
or the willingly receiving of the death. The pleasure He 
rejected it with a powerful decision, but He received 
the pain with great longing. Amen. 


The Sign of the Cross 

Against our salvation or against our turning 
back Home, there raise another hindrance: the enemy 
himself, the power of the evil itself, the angel of the 
evil. His pride can't endure to be beaten; this is the 
ordeal of hi sin, that he still must receive the beating. 
So, if he was beaten when he fought with us from 
outside, through the mouth of the world, if he ought to 
be ashamed after tens o fights from inside, from the 
body and from the soul, then, the soul and the body, 
being made clean, catch him in what regards the 
unseen presence. Then, no having what to do 
anymore, comes into person to fight with us. From 
now on, starts the war of the man's mind with the 
cunning mind, namely the unseen war. Towards this 
war, though, nobody to dare, if he wasn't called at it 
by God, with the reason to shame the enemy power, 
and to strengthen the helplessness of the people to 
war, because this isn't a prank war. For now one, let's 
us be satisfied to know that against the devil we have 
these three; the Name of the Lord and the name of the 
Mother of the Lord, and the Holy Cross (I would ask 
them who don't make upon them the sign of the cross: 
with what sign are you protect themselves against the 
devil?). The people who refuse to make upon 
themselves the sigh of the Holy Cross, they don't have 
any sign because the devil doesn't let them to make 
the sign of the cross. And the third weapon for 
protection it is the humbleness of the soul. So, in the 
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hour of your disturbance, you say from the bottom of 
your heart: “For my sins I am suffering these ones, my 
Lord, deliver me from the evil one”. And turn yourself 
towards God with e good heart, no matter what evil 
thoughts you would have slapping your mind, because 
saws the Father the ordeal of the son and, by no 
means, He lets him... 


In the Desert of the Carantany 

God made everything for our salvation, but 
this doesn't mean that we can indulge ourselves to the 
laziness, because God has done everything from His 
side, namely: He shrunk Himself, and He made 
Himself a real man, being entirely like us, except the 
sin, to show us the path with His work and His 
person. 

So, the ones who want to be saved, we must 
walk on the same path, the entire one. From the tip of 
their lips, many people follow the Lord, but when they 
are about to pass through the death on the cross - the 
consummated rejection of the self - many draws 
themselves backwards. All of these ones they are late 
on the path. Remained behind, there are enough 
people in all the times and all the centuries, but 
especially in our times, being afraid lest due to the 
faith to endanger this life from here. We, though, must 
say: where it is that happiness, to fall ourselves also in 
that danger into which God fell; and if we don't 
endanger ourselves for Go this is a sign that we are 
unworthy. 

It is good to notice that, Jesus Christ, 
embodied like a man, He defeated the devil like a man, 
not like a God, because the godlike power, like the 
lightening thrown the devil from the Heavens. Jesus 
came to fight with the devil like a true man, because 
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only this way he could push us at the entire boldness 
that it is needed. With His victory, the Savior taught 
also us the craft of the war, He gave us the knowledge 
and the power. He is the example of fighting during the 
entire path. The Savior came for that one: to shatter 
the Satan's things, and to crumble down his mastering 
into which he held the people. So, when he tempted 
the Lord, in the wilderness of the Carantany, to make 
breads from stones, because He hungered, He smote 
him with the Scripture, saying: “It is written that not 
only with bread will live the man, but also with any 
word of God!” But the devil didn't renounce the fight, 
and, but he tempted again the Lord with the shininess 
of the earthly kingdoms - with the glory of the political 
power - saying to the Lord: “To you I will give all its 
power and all its shininess, because it is given to me, 
and I give it to anyone I want. So, if You will worship 
me, (all its power and shininess) I will give it to You. 
But answering Jesus, He smote him again, speaking 
from Scripture: “It is written, worship your Lord God, 
and only Him to serve”. When the devil saw himself 
smote from scriptures, he took the scripture, but in a 
devilish way, because his mind being insane it 
changes the meaning of each word, since he doesn't 
stay into truth by into lie. So, he brought Jesus high 
on the edge of the Temple from Jerusalem, telling Him: 
“If you are the son of God, throw Yourself into the 
abyss, because it is written that He will command to 
His angels for You, to guard You, and they will raise 
You on their arms, lest You smash Your feet on the 
rock”. The Jesus cut shortly this temptation, 
answering him: “It is written into the Law not to tempt 
your Lord God:. And after finished the entire 
temptation, the devil get away from Him, for a while. 
Sign that the devil came again also under another 
shape. 
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From Sinners to Saints 

Our Savior has founded only one Christian 
Church, and not eight hundred of them. This Church 
it is one, it is saint, because Saint it is also the 
Founder of it, and like so, it remains always saint, and 
even sanctifies the sinners. “The other churches”, the 
gathering houses of the sects, they aren't saint 
because they are founded by enslaved people, 
rebellious ones, and consequently these gathering 
houses don't sanctify anybody. The Church of Christ it 
is Synodal, namely it stays on the basis of the seven 
ecumenical synods of the entire world, and, through 
the storms of the history, it is unseen guided by the 
Savior Himself, not by some deputy of Him, who would 
be above synods. The Church in which we are saved it 
is Apostolic, namely it has his servant following like 
gift, through the laying on of hands, ascending to the 
apostles, and through them to Jesus Christ. All the 
churches emerged after that, even through this one, 
are off the way, so they are off the salvation. 

Consequently, the ones who are staying 
under the sign of the Cross, while we are living into 
the earthly tent, we follow the path into the gathering 
of the seen or fighting Church. This one it isn't 
blackened by the rust of the evilness, produced by the 
earthly circumstances, it remains unmoved and intact, 
because, even it is burned by time to time in the oven 
of the persecutions, and challenged by the continuous 
storms of the heresies, it doesn't suffer, under the 
burden of the trying, any weakening in teaching or life. 
That's why it is strengthened through Grace the 
understanding of the one who look at it with awe. It 
calls, on one hand, the heathen men, gifting them the 
light of the true knowledge; on the other hand it 
shepherds with love the ones who contemplate its 
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mysteries, keeping dispassionate and healthy the eye 
of their understanding. 

The church from the earth it is called the 
militant church, because here, under its guidance, the 
individuals from the congregation have to fight a 
threefold battle, which lasts their entire life: a fight 
with themselves, with the passions against nature, of 
the body and of the soul; a fight with the indifferent 
and heathen world; and the fight against the plots of 
the cunning one. 

The Church's shepherding watches that 
none of the sons of the Father to get feuded inside 
himself, or to get detached from the congregation and 
from the love of Christ. Because He is the one Who 
unites the congregation together, so nobody is saved 
getting himself astray from the Church, no matter how 
much he will believe that into him dwells the Spirit of 
Christ. 

And the Church from Heavens, it is called 
triumphant, because it is formed from: the 
congregation of the good and victorious martyrs, of the 
saint servants and worthy ones, and of all the saints 
carriers and confessors of God, where are expected all 
the disciples of God, who will be until the end of the 
centuries. 

The path of the salvation, consequently, 
detaches us from earth, towards the sky, like ones who 
know that from God we emerged, and again we turn 
back to God, and leave the world... Amen. 


The Struggle of the Salvation 

On such a glorious path nobody can walk 
alone, in he doesn't come firstly in the congregation of 
the Church, to be guided by the unseen hand of the 
Savior, through priests, His seen disciples, sent by 
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Him among each generation of people. Because, the 
fathers of old, they said: “Who wants to be saved, must 
travel with the query”, because everyone who decided 
to get out from the path of the sins, or from the quarrel 
of the lawlessness, he will find himself, raising in his 
front three enemies, one after another: the world, the 
body and the devil. 

Through the world it is understood the 
category of the sin, the crowd of the unbelievers, the 
ones who from their entire will they united with the 
advices of the devils. It is the world for which the 
Savior did not pray. It is the village gossip, the mouth 
of the neighbor, and many times, the mouth and the 
deeds of the ones from the same house with you. 
These ones, or the world, forgive to you no matter what 
wicked thing you have deed, but they don't forgive you 
by no means if you get in front of them and you make 
yourself good. This worldly people they have a strange 
shame to be good. The goodness burns them, and they 
try hard to draw upon you the conclusion that you are 
guilty with all kind of mess backfired. “The world” it is 
the cunning plan, the plan of the people and the vain 
glory. 

Who wants to overcome this first 
impediment against the salvation, has at hand this 
three ones: the patience, the forgiveness, and the 
prayer. With the showing of the patience we are firstly 
indebted, because before to come at the path of God, of 
at the endeavors of the salvation, we were doing also 
the things of the world, walking into lawlessness and 
tormenting the others, and in this way we have put 
ourselves indebted. So, now we have got to pay our 
debts, accumulated then, that for patience to acquire 
the salvation from God. So we must pay now with 
pain, what we did with pleasure in bygone days. Many 
of what happen to us they happen for our guidance, of 
for the quenching of our past sins, or for the 
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straightening of the present inattention, or for the 
avoiding of the future sins. The one who reckons that 
for one of these it has came the trying, he doesn't 
upraise when he is smitten - especially when he is 
conscious about his own sin - neither blames to one 
through which the trying has came. Either through 
that one or through the other, he wanted to drink the 
cup of the godlike judgments. The foul one prays to 
God to be merciful on him, but when the mercy comes, 
he doesn't accept it, because the mercy hasn't arrived 
like he has wanted, but as the doctor of the souls has 
reckoned it to be useful. And that's why he become 
senseless and he is troubled, and sometimes he 
furiously make war with the people. He shows himself 
discontent and doesn't see but the stick. 

When he wants to overcome the world, he 
owes to take the rarely used weapon of the forgiveness, 
no matter how much trouble he would suffer from the 
people of this world. Who wants to overcome the world 
he prays to his Father secretly, or into his thought, for 
every son of God, no matter what darkened behavior 
he would have or how much evil things he will do to 
you. Because the suffering of the evil, the forgiveness 
of the brothers and the prayer in secret, has a great 
power in front of God, because in fact He overcomes 
the man, turning towards good the ones started from 
the world with evilness. Persevering into these ones, 
you have made motif of salvation also for your brother 
from the world. The prayer doesn't judge, but 
humiliates itself, remembering to us our mistakes, not 
the ones of the world. The true prayer asks the 
forgiveness of the world not its condemnation. We 
don't know the mysteries of God, who He saves from 
the world, and who He doesn't. If on the one, who gets 
wild upon you, because of his darkness, God knows 
him that he will be saved, the salvation of that man 
God will do also with your help, because He gives you 
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the gift of the patience, of the forgiveness from the 
heart, and of the prayer. But if that brother has more 
to be tormented into foreign slavery, or even he will 
lose his soul, at your right behavior after God, the 
evilness of that man will grow and he will become 
totally savage against the people, and against God. 

The ones who overcome the world aren't at 
all a gathering of helplessness ones, a flock of inactive 
people, no matter how much would seem the enduring 
of the evil as being a weakness of the good, because 
they are the soldiers of the Emperor, Who through the 
patience of the cross, He overcame not only the world, 
but also the entire mastering of the death. 

And about the ascesis which wants the 
patience and the faith of the saints, we can say that it 
is the only path allowed and able to burn the power of 
the evil, and to make it useless and helpless into the 
world. 


Merciful Foe and Sly Friend 

When the adverse one sees himself beaten at 
the first impediment - the easiest one - which he 
raises it in the path of the servants of God through the 
world, his pride doesn't let him to give up, but he 
arouses the second impediment through the vices of 
the body, or a bodily love for the self. The nature of the 
body, being blind, deaf and mute, you can't 
understand with it but through endeavor and hunger, 
but these ones must to be guided according to the 
right judgment, not to cause to the health. These ones 
tame the body so it stays no longer enemy to God. The 
prayer and the fast remove the devils of the lust and of 
the anger from the body. 
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The hunger tames the beats. By all means it 
is drawn to hearken, that this entire war not to be 
fight but under the leading of a clever spiritual guide, 
who knows to balance for each man apart: the 
measure, the need and the possibility... 


The Unclean Cub 

Saint Maxim the Confessor calls the self-love 
“the first cub of the devil”. This is the other part of the 
second impediment which it is aroused by the adverse 
one inside us: the bodily love, the beginning of the 
pride. The rejection of this one can be done only who 
has risen with his mind above the empty ones, and 
has detached himself from all the worldly love, and he 
has displaced the entire power of his love, towards 
God. 

When you want with all the sincerity and 
strength to overcome the second impediment of the 
vices of the mind, about which you had believed that it 
is yourself, then God increases you love toward God, 
all the more than also the impediment it is bigger. 

The ones who through the grace of God are 
saved also from the ties of the self-love from inside 
him, they behave and confess themselves, strangers 
and travelers here on earth. The soul has also a 
passionate part, which, through carelessness, 
becoming addicted with the body, so hard accepts and 
ties itself with the pleasure from this world, than 
doesn't want anymore to die his body, but wants that 
this perishable life to be eternal for it. 

So, to be saved, we must lose the slippery 
inclination of the soul towards to become addicted 
with the world, with the body, and with the wealth, 
which remain all here. And if we don't burn this 
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inclination of the soul towards the world, the entire 
soul it is lost. 

But thought, we haven't escaped by traps 
yet, because there are some people who cleanse their 
soul by passions through many endeavors - the soul 
has his passions too: self-opinion, vain glory, and the 
pride - and if it escapes by these liar joys, being gifted 
instead by God with true spiritual joys, they fall into 
the danger to be so much in love with their own soul, 
for the fact that it is made clean, than their souls are 
quenched and are lost. The unrestrained joy, even the 
one for true spiritual gifts, can make you to forget that 
you haven't exited entirely from the kingdom of the 
temptations. Instead, the soul which is saved, it is the 
one which doesn't live for the self anymore, but only 
for God; the soul which has delivered himself by his 
self and lives into this world like a ghost. 


About Narrowness and Heresy 

It is good to put at its place that “sectarian 
spirit”, a narrow spirit, a bigoted spirit, the zeal 
without judgment, or better said the stupidity, which 
crowns the forehead of many self-sufficient. Was not 
believed that you may find sectarians somewhere else 
than the place where we usually find them. Observing 
people with more heed, I saw that sectarian spirits 
could be found everywhere, in all human activities; 
there can be found sectarians (carping people) on the 
edge of any human thought, not only in religion. It is 
clear that the sectarian spirits, the mentalities of all 
kind, are anarchical spirits, doomed to their crumbling 
to the absurd. The sectarianism can be explained 
through itself, but can't be explained by the one who 
suffer by it. Namely, the one fallen into such 
narrowness, sustains with all hi power that the “True” 
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is like this, like he understands it, and don't admit 
another opinion, of saints, of the church, and of the 
congregation in general. 

If the stupid man would recognize himself 
like being stupid, he would cease to be like that, and 
he would change himself into a wise man. 

Any spirit brings to the mind and to the soul 
restlessness, a disturbance, a barrier which hinder the 
liberty of the soul, its superior serenity, the sovereignty 
under the wisest leading of the Providence, both in the 
great directives of the world and also in the details of 
our life. Because each time when you don't keep the 
pace with the Providence, either from the lack of the 
knowledge, or because the fixing on some human 
ideas, always we can be crushed, not having any other 
merit, but only that one to be a victim of our own 
narrowness. Who is narrow at his mind, hasn't cure 
anywhere. There are many ill at mind than by the 
other physical illnesses. 

There are people who represent the 
Providence, providential people, but after some time 
they become sectarians; they limit themselves to 
narrowness, to some fixe principles, and they will fall 
victims of this narrowness. And first must be cracked 
the stupid head, than to come the wise one. 

Let's take an example and a model of 
narrowness of the providential people, from the year 
1556 -1598. In this period of time on the throne of 
Spain was mounted king Philip the Second, who was 
from his nature a hypocrite king, bigoted and always 
dismal. It is said that he never laughed his entire life. 
He smiled only one time, when he heard about the 
massacre from the Night of Saint Bartholomew. He 
inherited the greatest empire that existed at that time: 
Spain, with Central America, South America, Naples 
and Sardine, Milan and Netherlands, and after he 
conquered Portugal in the year 1850, he made himself 
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master also over the colonial empire; Brazil, the 
possessions from Africa and the Indies. By marrying 
with Mary Tudor of England, he disposed now also of 
England. This immense expanse made King Philip to 
believe himself so strong, that he affirmed, swollen by 
pride, that over his kingdom the Sun never sets, and 
the world used to say that when Spain moves, the 
earth shudders. 

Philip could be a great king, if he would 
understood the times in which he lived. Even from the 
first moment of his coronations he has proposed to 
himself to fight his entire life for the eradication of the 
Protestantism. His fanaticism, maintained also by the 
Jesuits, was so big, than he was heard saying often: 
“better for me not to be king, that to rule over the 
heretics”; indeed, he behaved with such a cruelty 
against the Reformats, than these ones called him “the 
demon from the south”. 

In his battles with the Flemish, he tried to 
bring them forcedly to Catholicism, because, with the 
forbearance of the Carol Quintus, they received the 
Calvinism. 

The measures of the king forced the 
Calvinist inhabitants to make a confederation, with the 
purpose to defend with the arms their religious and 
political freedom. Philip, smoked by the smoke of his 
Catholic fanaticism, assigned his general, Duke of 
Alba, to go and subdue the upraised countries. This 
one was the crudest man of those times, and his 
behavior was dreadful. Tearing down all the fortresses 
of the upraised ones, 18000 people were burned alive 
there, another 30000 was stripped by their wealth and 
being left to starve, and 100000 were forced to leave 
their country. 

Philip, advised by Jesuits, decided to cleanse 
Spain by unbelievers. He issued a decree through all 
the ones who weren't Catholic to be baptized, or to be 
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forced to leave the country. The wealthier one sold 
their fortunes and passed into other countries, and the 
poor ones were left under the hand of the Jesuits and 
of the Inquisition, and were burnt alive. Following this 
measures, Spain reached a ruin. 

The end of the life of Philip was the same like 
of Herod, the killer of the young babies: lice under the 
skin! And after him Spain constantly decayed and 
never restored. 

Behold a quite enough argument of the self- 
sufficiency, of the fanatic bigotry, full of countless 
crimes and blood, manifested through the hatred killer 
of people, based on terror means, to impose forcedly 
the Christianity. We are asking the West: “Did Christ 
teach us to do this way? Where is His love of people? 
And where t is the patience which we must have to the 
death for our weaker brothers?... Behold where 
brought Philip the fanatic narrowness of self- 
sufficiency. From here results that the one that is 
fallen into these extremes of the sectarianism, can't 
realize this blindness, and listening to a enemy spell, 
he brings the things to absurd, falling himself into the 
abyss of the lawlessness, and falling down from 
Christianity through the transgression of the love of 
people. 

Everyone that is smoked by a sectarian 
enemy spell, he struggle to make as many proselytes 
as possible, to be able that through the proselytes that 
he gains today or tomorrow, to produce “anarchy” 
through revenge and ferocity. The sectarianism it is an 
adverse spell which fights against the peace of Christ, 
against His love, against His unity which bonded all 
Christian from centuries to the end of this century. 
The anarchic sectarian spirit it is a spring of evilness 
which takes out the peace from the earth and deserts 
the heart by the love of Christ. Through its narrowness 
the faith it is deserted, the atheism generalizes itself, 
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the righteous man are consummated and the “final 
judgment” it is hurried up. 

The atheism it is the last phase of the 
sectarianism. This one tends to invade the entire 
earth, and when will succeed that all the survivals of 
this world, with their will or without it, to affirm the 
negation of God, the negation of immortality, the 
negation of the Resurrection and the Kingdom of God, 
after a very short period of time they will be collided by 
the fearful apparition of Jesus Christ, like a Judge of 
the World and Emperor of the Christians. Then 
everyone will receive the reward for his endeavor for an 
endless eternity... Amen. 


The Battle between Christianity and Atheism 

Until the end of the XVIII century, both into 
the conception of the scientists and of the unwitting 
masses, the world which has been created had existed 
from ever and ever, being governed by God, by a power 
creator of everything, as the Christian Church teaches 
us. Until the end of this century, all the fractures that 
were made, in the endless number of the sectarian 
divisions, neither one has reached to touch the lowest 
step, of the denial of God; even if the heresies, having 
the father of the lie as leader of them, pushed to 
absurd, they deny the existence of God. So, the people 
not noticing the enemy spell, which through various 
deceptions and delusions, makes them to believe in 
themselves rather that into Church, and into the 
Seven Synods, they start to cut into the Scriptures 
according to their head, without taking account of 
what the Lord said. Because never was the prophecy 
made through the will of the man, but the sanctified 
men of God spoke, being carried by the Holy Ghost, 
and the whole Scripture it is given to be interpreted 
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only to the Church, which it is our careful mother, and 
under its wings we can grow and we can be saved. 

The entire antichrist power of the devil, 
accompanied by all sort of liar powers and signs, are 
suffered by God for the sons of the sons of the 
perdition, because they haven't wanted to receive the 
power of the Truth, showed through the Church by the 
Holy Fathers, for them to be saved. That's why God 
send them powerful delusions, to give credit to the lie 
and to fall under judgment all the ones who haven't 
believed the truth but they have loved the iniquity. 

And the unity of our Church, which was 
founded by God, and of which seen and unseen head it 
is only Him, through the power of the Holy Ghost He 
ordained us bishops and priests, to shepherd His 
Church, that He won with His Holy Blood, so there is 
no other Church but this one founded by Christ 
Himself, through His Apostles, and which is one, saint, 
Synodal and Apostolic. 

Behold so, the devil, through his delusions, 
has divided the people through his hatred, to believe in 
many false goods, of whose father he is. Only in the 
first years of the nineteenth century, the new 
conception about world it is given to the light, being 
affirmed with all the strength, that: “the world, as we 
see it and as we know it from books, neither was 
created, nor exists from ever and ever. 

It is known from all the reading that the 
dialectic materialism it is atheist; it professes the 
denial of the spirit, the denial of God, the denial of the 
immortality, the denial of resurrection and of the 
Kingdom of God... Eh well. But with this does God 
cease to be God? It is over with the immortality? There 
isn't any more resurrection and judgment? But also on 
the fact that many people, even being they millions 
together to sustain the opinion from above, through 
this cease in fact to exist the fundamental dogmas of 
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the Christianity? Shorter, if Luis Feuerbach, who 
worked for the laicization of the religion, that: “not the 
man religion the created, but the man created the 
religion”, and his contemporary David - Frederic 
Strauss, submitted the Gospels to a fledged criticism, 
and many other direct their philosophical blows 
against the gentle Christian dogmas, it follows from 
here that killing all the people, who believe as it is 
ought in God, with this you get rid of God?... 

But only now it is unveiled the truth that 
must be put into light. From now one commence to be 
discovered the working part and victory of the Truth 
through sacrifice. Now, when the dreadful waves of the 
denial of God search to disturb the peace from the 
heart of the ones, who believe into Him, into His true 
Church and into His Gospel. This tests aren't easy and 
only the strengthen ones, who have believed in Jesus 
Christ, into their heart, until the age of maturity, 
through His love of people, they can resist to this 
antichrist war to the end. And all the efforts of the 
adverse one are to make us to fall down from the love, 
through the disrespect of the duty to suffer the lack of 
consummation of your fellow human being, and your 
fall down from letting yourself to be leaded into 
everything by the unseen hand of the divine 
Providence. The fight fought by the ones who are 
listening the advice of the devil, as there isn't any God, 
and all the other ones which form the dogmas of the 
Christianity, smites the sons of God, sieving them 
through the sieves of all kind the sufferance, through 
the Lord passed, being fulfilled the words: “If you are 
hated by the world, think that it hated Me firstly, and 
if they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you”. 
Into all these sufferings the powers of the darkness 
pursuit two things: firstly to make us to hate the ones 
who passes us through the oven of the sufferance, and 
secondly to make us under diverse form to revenge 
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ourselves, pressing us with laws of people. Into the 
oven of the temptations, so, it is clarified the man what 
is he, where's his heart and his hope. 

But the best path to be followed through 
these narrowness it is no other but of Jesus and after 
Him of all the saints, who having Jesus in their mind 
and in their heart, they were armed with all the 
weapons, so they knew how to respond to the attack of 
the devil, defeating him with the love of Jesus. They 
knew to obey themselves to the antichrist mastering, 
even when this one wanted them to be beheaded, or to 
do to them another kind of evil, because they didn't 
want to refuse the holy teachings of the Savior and to 
receive the astray teachings. 

All the measures that were taken for the 
denial or for the rejection of the True God, as also His 
things that He has done for our salvation, it haven't 
any effect over their souls, because Jesus Christ, Who 
was into their hearts, could not be constraint to do 
something that doesn't like Him. The Lord could not 
be constraint but only by His supreme kindness, by 
His consummation, which defeated the narrowness of 
Judas’s theism, giving him the vote: “What you are 
doing, do it earlier”. All the other apostles did not 
understand then this word, but their believed that He 
talks about some purchases with Judas, because this 
one was holding the purse of the community and the 
celebration was at hand. Here it is accomplished also 
the word of the prophet: “And the enemies of the man 
are the ones from his own home”. 

Also from here it is revealed also another 
teaching: the science with all its terms doesn't ever 
engage your life into play, but the Christian faith has 
been doing these ever. The measure of the ripening 
into Christianity, then it is told to be reached the 
maturity, when we also reached to pass from this 
world, victorious for all the temptations and all the 
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pains, through the love of Jesus to the sacrifice. This 
is the highest virtue in Christianity, to reach yourself 
to feel the pain that was felt by the “Lily on the cross”, 
crying for the worthlessness of the people, and praying 
yourself for their forgiveness. 

The Apostles didn't understand then the 
supremacy of the free spirit of Jesus, because the Holy 
Ghost hasn't descended yet over them, to give them 
power to drink from the same cup and to be baptized 
with the same baptism, which was received by Christ. 
It is an understood thing that if they would understood 
then all of them would raised against, with Peter in 
front of them, when Jesus agree all the consequences 
of Judas's atheism: “What you have to do, do it 
quicker”. 

After the descent of the Holy Ghost, the 
powers of their mind were lighted, and they have 
understood the necessity of the sacrifice, and the full 
peace of the Savior against the aggressions of 
faithlessness. From now one, death isn't anymore a 
punishment of the nature, but it is a punishment of 
the sin. That' why it must be accepted without 
hesitation or reaction. 

We must accept with the undisturbed mind 
and heart, anyone who, not being able to detach us 
from the love of Christ, it doesn't remain to hi 
anything else but to kill us, pure and simple. Because 
between these two camps (Christianity and atheism), 
there can't be peace. The first camp it is always 
peaceful and serene, and with the heart so wide than 
forgives everything, and wants that the people to be 
saved. The second one, though, it is full of hatred, and 
consummates in good the ones from the first camp, 
passing them through the oven of the sufferings. To 
us, it would be a supreme loss, to betray the 
Christianity by their fear, or by the fear of the pains. 
So we suffer them not by fear, not by diplomacy, not 
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pursuing a certain earning, or vain honor, but from 
the conviction that in his way we put ourselves in 
accord with the Providence, which has brought them 
with meanings wanted by God, “to gather all the sons 
of God together, that were dispersed”, for all them to 
be “a flock and a Shepherd”. 

The Savior didn't teach us what form of the 
state saves the people, which monetary or agricultural 
reform brings us into the Kingdom of God. He even 
told us that the sticking of the heart to the richness 
leads to damnation. So, let's not to be caught by the 
wonder, when we see that to somebody, wealthy of 
these earthly ones, their time it comes still from here, 
because it comes rightfully, because they haven't any 
care for the Lazarus' from the gate. So, the way into 
which the economical creator factor administers his 
mastering, it is the business of the mastering, we must 
give to Caesar what it is of Caesar, and to God what it 
is of God, indifferently what measures taken the 
“Cesar”, on the fact that we still have an Emperor and 
a Kingdom beyond the borders of this world. Almost all 
the time the earthly mastering was in conflict with the 
one of the Divine Providence, but God works our 
salvation through their hands. So, every time when 
this earthly and perishable mastering would try to 
deny the existence of God and of His things, we 
recognize it like a mastering from the obedience to 
God, because He is the One Who leads also the 
temporary mastering, and allows them to consummate 
us through all the sufferings and ordeals. 

We mustn't act against the masters who 
don't believe in God, and take His things, wanting 
these not to be anymore, because isn't mastering, but 
only to God, but this is a obedience that we bring to 
God and to His Providential leading, and He suffers 
everything with very clear defined purposes. 
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We obey to every law due to the obedience to 
God. When the laws and the mastering are against 
God, we don't obey to them for the same reason, 
because God isn't a support authority for a law or for 
a mastering against Himself. We react, though, against 
the sin of the atheism, because it is a sin against the 
Holy Ghost, against the Truth, and God it is the Truth, 
for this guilt. But the mastering can cut our heads and 
do with us what it wants to do, trying to make us 
obeying to itself. With this we are winning, and also 
the mastering has done its duty. I have insignificant 
examples, but to which the narrow mentality gives 
them an absolute signification. This bloating of the 
minor value of a thing or of a small change, to the 
major value of a fundamental principle, it is the proof 
of a lack of mind, which if it refuses even the most 
lightened advice, won't be late to show itself like the 
head of the rebellion and spring of useless sufferings. 
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